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PREFACE 
 

Lucky Ali … the name might conjures up the image of a romantic crooner who 

shot to unprecedented fame, stardom and legendary status just after his first 

private album. But for music lovers, he’s a storyteller, philosopher, traveler, 

seeker and a guru, who inspires awe, love and respect. 

 

If music as a medium can touch people’s hearts, heal their souls and change 

their lives, then each one sung by him serves as a testament. It’s like ... he 

spreads love and the messages from the universe through his music. 

 

For the world, Lucky Ali is the singer who entered the music industry with his 

maiden debut album ‘Sunoh’ and was seen crooning ‘O Sanam’ amid Egyptian 

pyramids and sand dunes. A year later, as the nation celebrated the 50th 

Independence Day, his “Anjaani Rahon Mein” reverberated in the hearts of 

patriots. 

 

His album ‘Sifar’ got him a cult following, which only grew exponentially as he 

released his subsequent works – ‘Aks’, ‘Kabhi Aisa Lagta Hai’, ‘Xsuie’ and 

‘Raastaman’. 

 

Among Indian movie lovers, he became a phenomenon for his songs in ‘Kaho 

Naa … Pyaar Hai!’ and he reinforced their adulation with his works in ‘Kaante’, 

‘Sur’, ‘Kasak’, and others. 

 

The book, however, is not about his works. It is about the experiences of some 

people who are deeply influenced by him – either through his works or his 

persona. 

 

The contributors include ardent fans, followers, and those who know him from 

close quarters. We thank them all! Some write-ups were transcribed from audio 

messages and extreme care has been taken to retain the meaning and the spirit in 

which they were said. 
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We are obliged to celebrated Israeli musician Eliezer Botzer for having sent his 

message for this work. Thank you Sir, Love and Respect! 

 

We are honored to have the story from the legend who started it all by 

conceiving the timeless classics from his mind, heart, and soul – the genius 

songwriter Mr. Aslam Noor. Thank You Sir, for collaborating with the legend 

and sharing your light and gifts with us. 

 

We are thankful to Mr. Jassim Ali for giving a written response to the guest 

interview questionnaire. Thank you sir for giving us a special song ‘Sacrificed’ 

voiced by none other than the legend himself. 

 

We thank Mr. Varun Ahuja for his valuable time and answers for the guest 

interview. Your collaboration with our icon for ‘Alvidaa’ gave us a gem of song 

to cherish for the rest of our life. 

 

We thank Mr. Faisal Simon for sharing his stories and experiences as the guest 

interviewee. His words and thoughts made ‘Alvidaa’ the legendary song that it 

is. 

 

We are highly grateful to Mr. Annada Prassana Pattanaik for his willingness to 

contribute a special post for this book. Thank you very much, sir, for this. Also, 

for your ability to create magic out of thin air with your flute. 

 

Just as we respect Lucky Ali Sir, we respect each and every member of the band 

who redefined music as we know it. Thank you for everything. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://soundcloud.com/luckyalification/sacrifice-low-rhyderz-feat
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AijHGe9FrdQ
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MESSAGE 
 

I am happy to know that the Lucky Ali’s Fan Club is publishing a collection of 

stories and personal experiences in honor of Lucky Ali, a great friend of mine and 

a musician par excellence. 

  

Though far away, I am delighted to be a part of his 61st birthday celebrations. We 

have met many times over the last few years and are in the process of production 

of a mutual music album. Lucky Ali is a huge inspiration. For me, he is a lot more 

than a true friend. He is a true teacher 

  

Apart from his multiple talents, I have always admired his depth of personality and 

his strength of character. He belongs to the rare class of musicians, who creates 

music not for money, fame or adulation but to spread love, happiness and harmony 

among people. 

  

He made it possible to forge a productive and cohesive collaboration between 

Indian and Israeli artists. In addition to his love and respect for the people of Israel, 

Lucky Ali believes we are all essentially the same. We come from one source, to it 

we belong, and to it we return. 

  

I consider myself fortunate to have experienced his hospitality and magnanimity in 

his home country, India. I also had the pleasure of hosting him when he visited 

Israel, giving me some remarkable memorable moments of a lifetime. My prayers 

and good wishes are with him for a long life and continued good health. 

 

 

September 17, 2019                                                       Eliezer Botzer 
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Aslam Noor 
 

Aslam Noor is the songwriter of songs in ‘Sunoh’, ‘Sifar’, ‘Aks’, and 

many other greatest songs of the legend. 

 

He has also written songs for Zubeen Garg, Saleem Sulaiman, Ranjit 

Barot, Shaan, and several other artists. His hobbies are music, poetry, 

observing the nature, and love for animals. 

https://www.facebook.com/aslam.noor.16
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COVER STORY – Aslam Noor 
 

Bismillahirahmannirahim 

 

I always had a keen interest in music. I wanted to compose, I wanted to write. I had just finished 

my 10th standard when I saw Lucky bhai for the first time. It so happened like this, there is a 

mosque near the place I live and I saw him there. People told me “he is Mehmood Sir’s son” and 

I just looked at him and kept quiet. 

 

After completing school, I started working at a gas agency. One day, walking towards home for 

lunch, I saw Lucky bhai. Just a few days back, I saw him in TV serials, so I went to him and told, 

“kuch din pehle main aapko TV pe dekha tha, aap serial mein acting karte ho”. He replied “haan, 

main karta hoon.” I told him “mujhe aap se baat karna hai”. He very humbly said, “Okay, do one 

thing ... I stay in Commercial Street, you come there and meet me”. 

 

Then I went and met him, the first thing Lucky bhai told me that he wasn’t interested to come 

into this field at all. He said “dekho bhai ... agar aap ko cinema ke baare mein baat karna hai, 

picture ke baare mein baat karna hai, toh mujhse baat mat karo”. I told, “mujhe cinema aur 

picture ke bare mein baat nahin karna hai ... mujhe baat karna hai bhai music ke bare mein”.  

He then said, “music ke baare mein baat karna hai, toh definitely baat karo. Kyunki mujhe bhi 

music bohot pasand hai. Toh bolo kya hai?” 

 

At that time, I had a few compositions with me. I used to compose songs. I said, “I have a strong 

inclination towards singing. I want to sing. Here are few songs I have and I want you to sing 

these”.  

 

He said, “No Aslam, I would recommend you. Go to Bombay, meet Rajesh Roshan and you will 

find work there”. I said, “How do I go? What do I do?” I was all alone, main akela tha and I was 

a bit scared. That was the first meeting that happened. 

 

After that he said, “Listen to these songs that I made. I also make songs. Please listen to these.” 

Then he played the compositions. I loved the compositions and said “bohot khoobsurat hai, 

bohot acha hai”. But there were no words in that. Then he said “why don’t you do one thing? 

Why don’t you write the songs?” 

 

I asked, “How do I write the songs? Mujhe likhna nahin aata”. He replied, “abhi abhi aapne bola 

ki jo gaane mujhe aap sunaye woh aapne likha hai”. I answered, “haan maine likha hai”. He said 

“aise isko bhi try karo”. I said “acha, main koshish karta hoon”. 

 

So, the first song I heard was “Raat Chandni”. Lucky bhai had already written the first lines – 

“raat chandni chaayi hui hai, chamak raha hai tara ... thandi thandi yeh purwaai socho kisne 

banaya ... tumhise maa baap, tumhi se bachpan, tumhi se samaa”. The opening was already done, 

I just had to take it from there. After that he said “ab aagay aap thoda leke jao isko, continue karo 

aap”. 
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Then I memorized the melody, came back home and told myself “let me see, what I can do”. 

Then I sat and said “kaise hoga yeh”. Then slowly but very beautifully the next lines came: 

“Paed parinde paani ka jharna, tum se chaman ka mehekna ...”. I came back to him after two 

days and showed him the lyrics. He loved it and stated “bohot khoobsurat hai bhai” and said 

“this is how you write”. 

 

So that’s how we began, this one song happened, after a few days the second song happened. 

Then at that time we became very close to each other and I said “it will be difficult for me to 

write alone. Actually mera abhi mann nahin lag raha hai”. At that time Lucky bhai used to clean 

carpets. He had a friend called Akmal Jan here. So we regularly used to go there, he used to take 

walk from there and went to his work. 

 

Then I told Lucky bhai, “I’ll do one thing bhai, main bhi aap ko join karleta hoon. Let’s do 

carpet cleaning together, saath saath music bhi banta rahega”. So this is how all it started. I 

joined Lucky bhai, we used to do carpet cleaning. We used to take the guitar and the book 

wherever we used to go. During breaks, Lucky bhai used to sit with the guitar, I sit with the book 

and we used to jam. That’s how all these songs started happening and that’s how the journey 

started. 

 

‘O Sanam’: I started writing composition one after the other. ‘O sanam’ was a melody that was 

really good. Lucky bhai said “we’ll do one thing, we’ll write a song”. The first lyrics that came 

for the song was like this “bholepan ka Raju sabka sacha saathi tha ... anjaani raaston ka Raju 

raahi tha ... raaste, ye kaise raaste ...”. He said we’ll write the song on an innocent boy called 

Raju. I said, “Okay fine. Who’s Raju?” He said, “Raju is an innocent boy ... woh ek acha bacha 

hai, woh kuch kosish kar raha hai ... kuch bann na chahta hai ... lekin kuch ho nahin raha hai 

uska. Toh uske upar ek gaana likh te hain”. ‘O sanam’ started like this, then hote hote ... I said 

“Maqsood bhai, nahin ... it can be a romantic song”. Then by the Grace of Allah the others words 

came “sham savere teri yaadein aati hai” and ‘Raju’ became ‘O sanam’. 

 

The Recording: As we continued making the songs, I asked “Lucky bhai, what shall we do with 

these songs?” He said, “We will record these”. I said, “Let’s go and record the songs”. He said, 

“no, if we record, we’ll do that in London”. During those days, if there was no work on any 

particular day, we used to skip our dinner. Kisi din agar kamayi nahin hui, us din hum bhuke pet 

so jaate they. I said, “at times we have to struggle for food, so how we are going to record the 

songs in London?” He said, “nahin, Insha Allah waqt aayega toh London mein record hoga”. We 

didn’t know then that the songs would be actually recorded in London. Then it so happened that 

after some time Lucky bhai got married, Masooma bhabi came to his life. Then I told Masooma 

bhabhi “We have written and composed many beautiful songs but Lucky bhai sometimes says he 

wants to do it, sometimes he says he doesn’t want to do it. I don’t know, you have to convince 

him”. After I insisted bhabhi, she convinced Lucky bhai and said “My brother Mikey is a sound 

engineer in London. He can definitely help Lucky out”. She then said to Lucky bhai, “The songs 

are beautiful. Why do you want to keep them like this? Let’s go to London, let’s make Mikey 

hear these and let him take a call from there”. And that’s how the recording started. The first 

song that was recorded was “Raat chandni”. 
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‘Jab Hum Chhote The’: The song ‘Jab hum chhote hote the’ was written after a long walk on 

M. G. Road. Lucky bhai and I were walking and he said, “You know Aslam, jab hum chhote the 

yeh road aisa tha, yahan pe aise pead hote the, yahaan pe itni building nahin hoti thi, yahaan pe 

kuch nahin tha, wahaan pe maidaan tha, yahaan pe yeh tha, wahaan pe woh tha ...”. At that time 

this song happened – “jab hum chhote hote the, socha thi ki yeh aisa hoga Yeh zamaana kyon 

aisaa hai, meri jaan”. This is how all that happened. 

 

‘Kya Mausam Hai’: In ‘Sunoh’, there is this particular song “kya mausam hai, phoolo kaliyon 

mehfil hai”. The entire song happened in Majestic. While cycling on the road, I used to look 

around right, left, everywhere and keep on riding. I look at the trees, birds – practically I used to 

see everything and I used to ride down. Line by line that song happened like that. 

 

 

            
 

 

‘Nahin Raktha’: “Nahin rakhta dil mein” got a unique story to it. When we were recording 

‘Sifar’ in London, we were working on the first song of the album – “Teri yaadein aati hai”. 

Then after we finished working on the song, we went to our respective rooms in the night and 

slept after having our food. It was between 2:30 and 3 in the morning, and I was in deep sleep, 

when Lucky bhai came to my room and said, “Aslam, get up. Listen to this, listen to this.” I said, 

“Maqsood bhai, let me sleep. I’m tired.” He replied, “Arre, tu sun, tu pagal ho jayega ... main 

bolta hoon ... kasam se, teri neend bhag jayegi” I said, “nahin bhai”. He told, “chal ek kaam karte 

hain, main chai banata hoon, chai peete hain, tu yeh gaana sun. Tu sun, beta tu yeh gaana sun”. I 

said, “kya pareshaan kar raheho aap!”. Then I got up, he strummed those chords and started 

singing this melody. 

 

I said, “this is beautiful!” The very moment I heard that chords, I said beautiful and the very 

moment lyrics started ‘Nahin rakhta dil mein.” So, as we were working on ‘teri yaadein aati hai’, 

we started working on this song. The work went on, on and on ... I wanted to write the song from 

my observation, from my perspective and I told Maqsood bhai that, “I’ll write the song on you ... 

the song will be totally on your personality”. Because Lucky bhai is like that, he never keeps 

anything in his heart ... whatever it is, he tells it straightaway on your face. People should have 

guts to do that, but they hide many things in their hearts. However, Lucky Ali is such a person 

who doesn’t hide anything and tells everything upfront. 
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I said, “This song will be on your personality” and I started writing and working on it. The very 

next day, as the song was being worked on, we went to the Regent’s Park and there I saw a 

couple. The lady was British, white and extremely beautiful with angelic features. The man was 

pitch black. I asked, “Maqsood bhai, what might the lady have seen in the man that she fell in 

love with him? How could such a beautiful fair lady marry such a dark man?” Immediately I got 

a thought that I converted into a line. The line was converted like this, “maine dekha nahin rang, 

aaya hai dil adaa par, ik aisi chahat hai meri”. 

 

 
 

Like this there is a story behind every song. In fact, each and every one of them has a beautiful 

story ... it’s not like we came up with a song in a snap of fingers ... we had to think, feel and 

observe a lot. And Lucky bhai has a habit of throwing ideas and words. When I get stuck at any 

point, then he comes to my rescue. He tells me to leave the thing that’s not working out and we 

move on to the next thing. As I work on the new thing, I could find the solution for the previous 

one (in which I was stuck). We didn’t automatically write and composed songs just like that and 

not a single one came to us while we sat. We used to go to different places, we used to observe 

people, we used to see things and we used to discuss ... just like we did while creating ‘Nahin 

raktha dil mein kuch’. 

  

‘Mausam’: In ‘Sifar’, there is a song ‘Mausam’ and in it a line is there “mitti ka bartan ho, 

bartan mein ho sona ... sone ke bartan mein mitti aisa nahin hona”. The meaning of which is that 

there should be an earthen pot with gold in it. There shouldn’t be a gold pot with mud in it. It’s 

funny the way we came up with the idea ... it’s not to insult anyone, but we used the metaphor to 

describe how some people actually are. There are some who present themselves wonderfully, 

they speak high of themselves, they flaunt their accomplishments and pretend to be charitable 

but they’re fake and hollow from inside. However, there are people who lead ordinary lives, 

work hard, look after their families, take care of their relatives, but they don’t market themselves. 
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So our idea was to describe that a person should be simple like an earthen pot, have humanity, a 

heart of gold ... not the opposite – glittery from outside but hollow inside. 

 

For fun, I also found another meaning for the line and told Maqsood bhai that there can be one 

more comparison and he excitedly asked about it. I told him that “people cook vegetables and 

vegetarian dishes in metal utensils but they cook meat in earthen wares. So this is also a good 

metaphor – may there be non-veg food for us in an earthen pot, not vegetable dish in a golden 

pot”;) 

 

 
 

How the song ‘Dekha hai aise bhi’ happened: We took a flight from Bombay to London. 

Melody was there, the work had already started ... we took a taxi and we left the home – Lucky 

bhai, Masooma bhabhi, I and the kids. I suggested we do a song on journey and that’s how I 

started writing and wrote ‘Ghar se mein nikla ...” Lucky bhai said, “Write ghar ko mein nikla ...” 

I said, “but we left from home, so it should be ghar se mein niklaa” ... Then Lucky bhai told, 

“Why ghar se mein nikla? We will tell ghar ko mein niklaa ... ki bhai matlab mein mere ghar ke 

liye jaa raha hoon”. 

 

I said, “mein yeh ek simple journey ke baare mein likh raha hoon”. Lucky bhai said, “nahin, 

write about the eternal journey that every person has to take. One day or the other, he has to 

make the journey, he has to meet the Creator. So why write ghar se mein nikla? Write ghar ko 

mein nikla. Write such that people think that they’re going to their home”. 

 

We then reached the airport, got out from the taxi and boarded the plane. The entire song was 

written at 60,000 feet in the Emirates flight. In the song, I wrote “Apne bhi dil mein basaye hue 

kuch irade hain. Dil ke kisi kone bhi kuchh aise hi waade hain”, which spoke about our feelings 

... ki bhai itna sab kuch karna hai ... so many things to do in so little time. Kya kya karenge, kya 

nahin karenge ... kis baat ko karna hai, kis baat ko nahin karna hai. Also the lines “thoda sa garaz 



Lucky Ali – As We Know Him Page 14 

hai, thodi si samajh hai” spoke about human tendencies; you know, thoda sa selfish bhi hoon, 

thodi si samajh bhi hai, thoda sa zaroorat bhi hai, thodi si adaat bhi hai. Kya karein abhi, karna hi 

toh hai ... Still got to go home ... I have to reach the destination somehow but in a right way. 

With love, taking all along ... “haste hasaate yun sabko manaate hum jayenge, barso ki doori ko 

milke hum saath mitayenge”. So, by the time we reached Heathrow the song was complete and 

this is how ‘Dekha hai aise bhi’ happened. 

 

The message I have for Maqsood bhai is that may Allah give him a long healthy life. May Allah 

keep him healthy. May Allah give him imaan, Allah unko imaan pe rakhe. It was a wonderful 

experience working with Maqsood bhai. It is the golden time, one of the most beautiful parts of 

my life that I cannot forget in my lifetime. 

 

The experiences, the time, jitna bhi hum logon ne kaam kiye hain. Yeh aisi chize hain jo meri 

zindagi ka ek khaas hisa hai jisko main kabhie bhula nahin paunga. Those memories and 

inspiration are enabling me to carry on my works and move ahead in life. Usi cheez ki wahjah se 

mein aaj bhi chal raha hun. Kuch khoobsurat cheez aisi hui hai life mein ki woh hi mere liye 

inspiration hai ke aaj bhi, by the Grace of Allah, mein chal raha hoon, ghum raha hoon, phir raha 

hoon, aa raha hoon, jaa raha hoon. Bas wohi, usi dhun mein chal raha hoon aaj mein. I’m very 

happy, very lucky actually, bohot khusi ki baat hai, mere liye khus kismet hai ki main Lucky 

bhai ke saath itne saal raha hoon. Aur tha nahin raha hun, aur Insha Allah rahunga unke saath. 

Allah kare ki aur bohot acha acha kaam nikal ke aaye bahar, aur Insha Allah bohot kaam aayega, 

Insha Allah hum ek saath kaam karenge. 
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Annada Prasanna Pattanaik 
 
Annada Prasanna Pattanaik is an internationally-acclaimed flautist and a 

key member of the Lucky Ali Band. 

 

A student of the legendary flute maestro Pt. Hariprasad Chaurasia, he is 

among the most prominent and highly regarded music composers in the 

Indian music industry. 

https://www.youtube.com/user/flutebutto?fbclid=IwAR0_RqsGKXVN1x9BpoQMZuNf3Hfpvk8y6WuR78uQ-Yg4JS-Sxw2EI6NT_bQ
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Annada Prasanna Pattanaik 
 

“Lucky Bhai is among the rarest class of artistes whose fan following ranges from small kids, 

teenagers to middle aged and older people.” 

 

I met Lucky Ali for the first time in 2006. At that time, he was looking for some local musicians 

to join his band and his manager gave me a call, asking me to meet him at his farm house. 

 

After ending the call I went back to my work and it was business as usual for me. I was neither 

very ecstatic that I was going to meet The Lucky Ali in just a few days nor I was apprehensive 

about the meeting. 

 

I just maintained my equanimity and went back to my work with the same fervor that I had 

before the telephonic conversation. 

 

Then came the day on which I went to Lucky Ali’s farmhouse. I was enthralled to see the large 

expanse of the farmhouse and felt a peaceful vibe there immediately. Lucky Ali received me at 

the living space and we immediately sat for the conversation. 

 

What I love about the man is his simplicity and affability. Despite being a big name in the Indian 

music industry and a mega brand himself, he has no airs about him. Of course, he has a regal 

bearing and that may be perceived as elitist by many. But that’s just natural to him and it’s the 

result of his immaculate pedigree and upbringing. 

 

To know a person better, observe how he treats those who are less privileged than him, or those 

who cannot give (or do) anything in return to (or for) him. The way Lucky Ali treats everyone is 

a testament of his large heart and unique personality. He does not believe in different 

categories/class of treatments for different people and treats everyone equally that reflects love, 

kindness, empathy, and respect. 
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On his music: “What I love the most about Lucky Ali’s music is that it has a soul and it is 

soothing. Many of his fans claim that his music has a healing power that connects with the soul 

and can repair even the most broken hearts. I personally love his music ‘Anjaani rahon mein’ and 

it shows glimpses of the legend’s strength of character and his love towards his countrymen and 

people around him. 

 

One surprising thing about Lucky Ali is that he has a fan following ranging from small kids to 

old (some even very old) people. I have never seen any other artiste enjoying such a wide range 

of fan following. Most other artistes and musicians are popular among a certain type of age 

groups or backgrounds. However, Lucky Ali, on the other hand can connect with people 

irrespective of their age groups, socio-economic backgrounds, and any other factors that divide 

us from being humans (social status, religion, etc). 
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Varun Ahuja 
 

Varun Ahuja is a composer, songwriter and a multi-instrumentalist who 

has been performing, collaborating and touring with various artistes for 

the last 2 decades. He was a member of the popular pop group of the 

90's - Aryans as well as a part of one of the main alternative rock bands 

of India – Cyanide. Later, he also toured with Farhan Saeed of JAL. 
 

In 2018, he released ‘Alvidaa’ – a song of hope featuring Lucky Ali and 

‘Bachke Tu Chalna’ – a duet featuring Shibani Kashyap. 

http://varunahuja.in/
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Guest Interview – Varun Ahuja 
  

 
 

June 10, 2018 marked a great day for Lucky Ali fans with the release of ‘Alvidaa’. After all, it 

was the legend’s song that was released two years after his last offering – ‘Ghar ab yahan hai’. 

As much as the song itself, the music, melody and lyrics of ‘Alvidaa’ touched the hearts of 

listeners, more so the fans of Lucky Ali, and a new artiste came to the limelight – Varun Ahuja. 

 

‘Alvidaa’ is an illustration of Varun’s tasteful composition and song writing and it marked a 

collaboration that’ll bring to life many such beautiful creations. We spoke to the music composer 

and asked him about his collaboration and journey with the legendary musician. Here are the 

excerpts of the interview: 

 

Tell us something about your journey in music. 

  
My journey in music goes back to 25 years. I started playing the guitar mid 90s. I started my 

professional journey in early 2000s and I’ve been doing concerts and writing and composing 

music since then. 
  

How you came to admire Lucky Ali? 
  

Before knowing Lucky bhai, I had already been listening to his music all those years. 

  

I think before we did ‘Alvidaa’ together, the source of inspiration was how original he was with 

his music and how his songs were about the journeying, and how the songs are about freedom. 

Because if you see all the three albums he’s done, they’re basically phases of how life evolves. 

It’s not just phase of music, not just phase of lyrics, or songwriting, it’s basically life he talks 

about. 

 

And, I think that’s why he has that kind of following among that kind of people, and all that love, 

because a true song writer is somebody who expresses, and basically documents his own journey 

when he’s doing his own music, or compositions, or writing lyrics. So that’s exactly what he has 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AijHGe9FrdQ
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done and that’s what resonated with me even before knowing him so closely. When I used to 

listen to songs like ‘Dekha hai aise bhi’ and all those songs which we even jammed on later, they 

were all very inspiring. 

  
There were days, when ‘Alvidaa’ was evolving in the studios, and it just came around that 

whatever this man is, he manages to inspire and influence everybody around him. He is who he 

is in his true artistic essence, his music is really him and it just comes straight from his heart, 

soul and just touches straight into the hearts of listeners. 

  
Another thing that I loved about Lucky bhai is he would make great videos ... the videos were 

basically on another level. And later, when we were together, I would ask him “what’s about 

your videos that drive people crazy”. And he would say that “my idea of making a video is to tell 

a story and all my videos and all my songs have told stories”. And that’s what inspired me 

because his videos are so beautiful, they complement the music, the lyrics and everything so well 

that turns out to be such an inspiring piece of art. 

  

How did you meet him the first time? 
 

 
 

I met him about 10-12 years back when he came to Delhi. The meeting was arranged by some 

friends. We had a little talk and he asked me what I was doing in music. As far as I remember, he 

was working on creating a platform that would reach out to musicians to encourage them to 

come up forth with original music. So, that happened and then after many years, in 2015, there 

was a concert called Lucky Ali’s Safarnama in Delhi. There we met again in the green room 

before he was about to go on stage and decided to sit after the show and discuss something. And 

after the gig was over, we went to the hotel, it was about 1-1:30 in the night. There were three of 

us – Lucky bhai, me and the lyrics writer Faisal Simon – and that’s when ‘Alvidaa’ was offered 

to him. And Lucky bhai decided that he will come back to Delhi in a few days to begin the 

recording of the song. 
 

How did ‘Alvidaa’ happen? 
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I composed ‘Alvidaa’ as a song of hope, the lyrics were co-written by Faisal Simon. As a 

composer, the idea I had in my mind was to have a melody and an expression of who I am really 

as a composer ... basically express the emotions that are coming out. So I just picked up the 

guitar and started composing the song, the lyrics were laid on, and ‘Alvidaa’ was composed. 

‘Alvidaa’ as a song has the vibe of hope and lots of positive energy. Afterwards ‘Alvidaa’ was 

taken to Lucky bhai as narrated before. Then eventually, things unfolded, the journey began, we 

hit the studios and that’s when the real artistic, creative and magical Lucky Ali came out as we 

were recording the song. 

 

This whole journey of recording also featured a couple of artistes, there was Bharat who 

recorded some vocal parts of Lucky bhai in Bangalore, other vocal parts of Lucky bhai was 

recorded by Nikhil in Delhi and Mishko played the bass. It was recorded between the cities and it 

was then mixed at Mikey’s studio in Bombay by Abhisek. Once the song was done, it was then 

Lucky bhai’s idea that it would be a good thing to dedicate the song to Kashmir. Thus ‘Alvidaa’ 

was dedicated to Kashmir as a song of hope and a song that could touch souls and sort of express 

what musically the best could be done by all of us for the people of Kashmir. 

 

 
 

‘Alvidaa’ to me personally is a journey of life, it’s my journey that talks about how in the end 

nothing really matters ... and how you have to let go, how you have to move on and you’ve to 

look on to further horizons of life and walk towards as it comes and accept things and be positive 

and strong. That’s the message of ‘Alvidaa’, of letting go and moving on. 
  
I think also somewhere Lucky bhai could relate ‘Alvidaa’ to his journey of life and that’s how 

we sort of connected. Then he sang it with so much love, so much passion, that when you listen 

to the song, you can really feel that emotion coming out. Because the thing is that he wouldn’t do 

a song in which he didn’t believe in and ‘Alvidaa’ being a song that he sang with so much love 

conveyed that it really meant a lot to him and I think collaboration brings about a lot of positive 

energy, and it brings about a great depth in creative expression. And to me it’s a song that 

opened a lot of beginnings in life. 
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Somewhere down the heart and soul, he must have felt a complete connection with the song. 

Otherwise, he wouldn’t have done the way he did. That’s the great thing about Lucky bhai that 

he would never do anything that he doesn’t feel for, which makes him one of the most authentic 

artists this country has ever seen. Your songs are a part of you, your music is an extension of 

who you are in the very real sense that’s what we all have seen in Lucky Ali. 

  
What was your experience working with him? 

  
The experience of working with Lucky bhai is a very exclusive one. It doesn’t come to a lot of 

people, that’s why it’s so exclusive. It’s an experience that I will cherish for the rest of my life. 

 

Because, there are so many things that can be learned from him, not just musically but how he is 

as a person. What majority of people would say about Lucky Ali basically is “he’s a great singer, 

he has a great voice, his songs are lovely” but what a lot of people wouldn’t talk about is the fact 

that all the songs that he’s done have been composed by himself. Lucky Ali as a composer, 

Lucky Ali as a song-writer. His journey of ‘Sunoh’, ‘Sifar’ and ‘Aks’ not just as a singer or a 

producer or an actor but also someone who has composed, co-wrote his own songs with Aslam 

bhai and Mikey. 

 

My first instant connection with Lucky bhai wasn’t as a singer, my connection with him was as a 

composer because we connected on the composition-song writing side of ‘Alvidaa’ and then 

obviously the singing came in later. Because at first, the song needs to be absorbed, needs to be 

understood, it needs to be lived ... until you have lived the journey of a song you’ll not able to 

compose it or sing it.  

 

That’s when the experiences began because then we would have a lot of time when we used to sit 

down, we would jam, there were a lot of times when he would go on talking things about his 

journey of all these years and how he wrote the songs. And then there would be so many times 

when we would just jam in the studio. 

 

                                     
 

I think the very raw energy of what two songwriters can do together, or two composers can do 

together is magical. And obviously, Lucky bhai being such a good singer with whatever level of 

exclusivity his voice has which is only limited to him because nobody else can sing like him. The 

journey began, the whole collaboration kicked in with such spark and energy that it just evolved 

into a higher space. I remember, when he was in the singing booth and I was outside, giving him 

directions, it was such a great experience because he would take the song to another level. His 
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very presence in the studio evolved the song so much more and his voice was completely soaked 

in to the song making it a conversation between my guitar and his vocals. 

 

I remember one day, Lucky bhai and I were sitting in a place in Delhi, where we had a whole big 

terrace to ourselves, we were sitting outside the weather was kind of pleasant, then he just started 

singing all his songs on the acoustic guitar. He sang ‘Baadlon ki gehrai’, ‘Kaisi tanhai’, and he 

told “Varun do you remember the song?” and we sang ‘Aks’, we sang all his songs and at the 

end of it, by the time sun set, he was emotional and so was I. That’s what you learn from 

somebody who can express his heart and soul and that’s what Lucky Ali is to all of us. He’s not 

just somebody I collaborated with, he’s somebody I obviously learned from and I had seen the 

evolution in my song-writing journey and composing songs. 

 

 
  
Every singer wants to sing every song and we have forgotten that less is more and he says it. The 

lesser you do, sometimes, the better you do. Sometimes working on just one song for days and 

coming up with something that’s not been done before is something can be learned from Lucky 

bhai. This is what can be documented about this man does things that haven’t been done before. 

 

And for him, the collaboration that happened in such passion, peace and fire, such depth, such 

creative connection also it became an exploration of experiences because you go on a journey to 

record a song and by the time it is completed you realize it’s a flight ... ‘Alvidaa’ has been a 

flight ... we actually flew with it and we flew up so far in the skies that when you hear the song 

you can feel it, you can feel the guitar, you can feel his vocals, you can feel everything coming 

out just as what it is. 
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The collaboration he does with any artiste, he would make sure things would come up that have 

not been done before, original ideas would come up. When you work with him, when you sit 

with a guitar with Lucky bhai, nothing monotonous can happen. Only new things can come up. 

And that’s what also what gave birth to all these songs in ‘Sunoh’, ‘Sifar’ and ‘Aks’ albums. A 

true songwriter and composer will only do what has not been done before and he only adds and 

contributes his two cents to the world of art and music and that’s the most beautiful experience. 
  

What are some of the memorable moments you shared with him? 
  
I remember a very emotional moment for me, I’ll speak from my heart. When we played 

‘Alvidaa’ to him on a cell phone, he said: “Varun, the song sounds good on the cell phone, it’s 

good”. And we played the song to him and after the first one and a half minutes of the song, by 

the time the song reached its first chorus, he started patting my back. He didn’t say anything he 

just patted my back. Then he eventually said “Good job! We’ll do this”. Then he fell in love with 

the song basically. 

  

I absolutely love the times when he would say something then he would start singing a song. 

Suddenly he would say something and then he would say “Nahin rakhta dil mein kuch, rakhta 

hoon zubaan par ... Varun I don’t keep anything in my heart you know zo meri dil mein hai, woh 

meri zubaan par”. Just like this, there were many moments when he would start saying the words 

of his songs like “intezaar meri deri ho par zaroor aye”, which showed me that very song of 

Lucky bhai is an experience of his life and this is what a true artist is. 
  
One thing he often keeps on saying is “main ka ghar khaali”. This one thing he often says 

“Varun yaad rakhna main ka ghar khaali hota hai. Main nahin hum. It’s not me, it’s us”. I think 

that humility that’s passed on to another artiste is commendable. It’s a tremendous and incredible 

form of grounding that you get. 
  

I remember while speaking with him told me once that “Varun, for the last 18 years I have been 

kept on doing my work. I didn’t think anything; I was just going on doing it. One after the other, 

after the other I was just carrying on my work. All these years, I just did it. I didn’t think about 

money, I didn’t think about anything and I didn’t think about people who think, I just went on 

doing it”. Another moment I remember while having breakfast with him in a hotel lobby, he said 

“it’s a great idea when you work actively. Don’t be active-passive, be active-active. Just go on 

working. Yeh nahin ki jab kaam aye usko karo. Bas karte chalo.” 
 

What’s your message to Lucky Ali? 

  
There’s so much I can say, but at this point, since he’s turning 61 and he has come a long way in 

his life ... he has come a long way with his music. I thank him for all that he has given to the 

world of music and all that he has given to people in terms of his heart and soul, he has given all 

those songs that have healed people, inspired people, set them free, and all those songs have 

uplifted people for decades. So there is a big word of thank you to Lucky bhai for all that he has 

done and all that he has contributed. 
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Lucky bhai’s role in my journey of music has been the most important amongst all the artists I 

have worked with. He has given me the support, encouragement and guidance to keep on writing 

and composing more and more music. 

 

Besides that, Lucky Ali stands up to the level of being the benchmark of what an artiste should 

be and his songs still haunt me. Lots of love and gratitude. 
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Jassim Ali 
 

Jassim Ali (King Jassim) is an independent singer-songwriter and an 

organic farmer. He has toured India multiple times with legendary artists 

DIANA KING, LUCKY ALI, APACHE INDIAN, MISTA SAVONA 

and LOW RHYDERZ and performed at major festivals in India like 

Sunburn, NH7, Freedom Jam, Matheran Green Festival, Jatingha 

Festival, Indo- Russian jazz Festival and Goa Reggae Sun splash. 

 

His latest venture is “Sthalaa”, an organic and natural farming endeavor 

focusing on conservation, revival and promotion of native and endemic 

seeds and breed. 

https://www.facebook.com/KingJassimMusic/
https://www.facebook.com/Sthalaa-241364869856685/
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Guest Interview – Jassim Ali 
 

 

 
“Shattering the monotony of typical genres explored by new age Indian musicians, 

Bengaluru’s three year old LOW RHYDERZ are here to broaden the musical 

landscape with their commitment to the upliftment of urban music” - ROLLING 

STONE MAGAZINE ‘09. 

 

In 2007, reggae artiste Jassim Ali co-founded Low Rhyderz with three other artists. 

The band’s first single off the album "RIDE WITH US" titled "LIFE INA 

GHETTO" has got great reviews and the video link was tweeted by major artists in 

USA and Jamaica. 

 

Over the last 12 years, the band has come a long way from where it started. Two of 

their music videos drew attention when they were aired by India’s leading English 

news channel “CNN IBN” in 2007 and 2009 respectively. The band has worked 

closely with Lucky Ali. 

 

It opened the act for the legendary singer in Chennai to an audience of over 5000 

people in June ‘10. The next month, it again opened the act for the legend in 

Bangalore for Indian Air Force which had over 8000 people. Thus began the tour 

with Lucky Ali and the band rocked massive crowds of 4000, 14000 and 18000 

people n places like Hyderabad, Patiala and Halfong, Assam. 

 

On December 9, 2010, the band opened the act for Lucky Ali in Bangalore for the 

250th year of the Indian Army ... and in March 2011, it again opened an act for 

him in Guwahati, Assam. It also collaborated with the celebrated musician for a 

song named ‘Sacrificed’. 

https://www.facebook.com/pg/lowrhyderz/about/?ref=page_internal
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oedXBStoJyQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oedXBStoJyQ
https://soundcloud.com/luckyalification/sacrifice-low-rhyderz-feat
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He wrote about the influence the legend has on his life and his association with 

him. Here is the interview: 
 

Q. What was the influence of Lucky Ali on your childhood? 

 

As a music lover and listener, his music drew us to his work naturally. It was good music and 

something we could connect to naturally. I remember going to relatives place (we had no TV) 

and tune into TV hoping his songs come up. Go back home humming the melodies. 

 

Q. How you came to admire him? 

 

Just that his uniqueness and originality appealed to me. Of course his music and the fact that he 

was Mehmood’s son also added on later. His music at that time and even now always gave a 

earthy and grounding feel. 

 

Q. How you first met him? 

 

Our musical journey led to me reaching out to the legend to do some collaboration. First personal 

meeting happened at tweet up event in Bangalore. This meeting was kind of organized by his 

then manager Zubair Ali. 

 

 
 

Q. How was your experience? 

 

I was really mind blown by his modesty and simplicity. He came towards me and greeted. I did 

feel special and the same meeting was followed by a public interaction and we did an acapella 

jam of his then new single “O Rahi “ .. I did a raggamuffin style freestyle when he sang the 

hook. 
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Q. Some memorable moments you remembered ... 

 

Oh there are too many. Because we toured the length and breadth of the country with him. 

Besides managing his business for a year, we also opened the act for him at all his concerts. Just 

to drop few interesting moments. We worked from Ali Estate, his family farm. There were 

endless music sessions, business meets. Star gazing and reasoning sessions while we sipped on 

Seenu‘s (his staff at the farm) chai everyday. Sitting and lazing around on the stone benches near 

the fig tree. Few press conferences we did together is memorable. All the traveling we did 

together. Most importantly few music and crucial life lessons from our master were the greatest I 

treasure. I am thankful for all the guidance we received from him. It has only made us better 

humans and better artists. 

 

Here is a picture of Mista Savona & I with Lucky Ali. We had the privilege to have some 

#Biryani cooked by the legend himself.. Was off the hook.. Give thanx for life. Watch out for 

mad collaborations coming soon. 

 

 

 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 



Lucky Ali – As We Know Him Page 31 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Faisal Simon 
 

Faisal Simon is an actor and director who has worked in acclaimed 

movies like ‘My Name Is Khan’ (2010) and ‘Lamhaa: The Untold Story 

of Kashmir’ (2010) and the yet-to-be-release ‘Love Letters from 

Kashmir (Vidhu Vinod Chopra). He is the director and producer of an 

independent feature film ‘Mere Paas Baap Hai’ (2018). He is the 

founder and director of Gen Next Studio. 

 

He has worked with reputed companies like Times Broadcasting 

Network, Anupam Kher Company, Times Internet, and also for brands 

Cafe Coffee Day, BMW, Coca Cola, Air Vistara, Sony Pictures 

Networks, MTV, Mercedes-Benz as a professional in the advertising 

industry. 

https://www.imdb.com/name/nm4093494/bio?ref_=nm_ov_bio_sm
http://www.gennextstudio.com/
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Guest Interview – Faisal Simon 
 

 
 

When Faisal Simon wrote the lyrics of ‘Alvidaa’ while working on his debut 

directorial venture ‘Mere Paas Baap Hai’ he was certain of one thing – the song 

deserved nothing less than the voice of Lucky Ali. 

 

The independent feature film, which released in August 2018 through Sony 

Pictures Network, is a dark comedy with a profound message.  ‘Alvidaa’, however, 

is a song of hope, redemption, a fresh start and a new beginning. And who could 

have been a better choice than the legendary singer himself? 

 

We requested the filmmaker/lyricist to speak on his journey of making the song 

and his experiences with working with the legend. Here are the excerpts of the 

interview: 
 

Q. Please tell us about your journey as a filmmaker and a lyrics writer. 

 

My journey as a filmmaker started while I was doing my graduation in Pune. I was an aspiring 

filmmaker, and I had a great desire of getting into the coveted Film and Television Institute of 

India (FTII). I however, went abroad to study filmmaking. I did my MA in fiction film 

production and filmmaking from the University of Salford. After that, I’ve been working as a 

creative person since then. I started off with Anupam Kher Company – Anupam Kher’s Actor 

Prepares – and I went on to work with some leading channels as well as some eminent producers 

and filmmakers like Karan Johar, Rahul Dholakia, Rajkumar Hirani and Muzaffar Ali. I also had 

the opportunity to train actors like Deepika Padukone, Katrina Kaif, Neal Nitin Mukesh, Pooja 

Chopra, Kiara Advani and many others. 

 

Now, coming to my journey as a lyrics writer, I have always been a creative writer throughout 

my student life. I wrote screenplays, scripts and also converted dramas and theatre plays into 
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contemporary ones. I wrote original scripts at Anupam Kher Company where I worked as a 

creative director. 

 

But when it came to lyrics, it was actually a revelation to me because I was making my first 

debut film as a director, ‘Mere Paas Baap Hai’, the movie which has ‘Alvidaa’ in its original 

soundtrack. I was collaborating with different musicians and Varun Ahuja was the composer of 

‘Alvidaa’. I then realized that I could also write the song and ‘Alvidaa’ was written by me with 

help from Varun. I was not a trained lyricist but the song came from my heart because it was a 

song of hope. Towards the end of the movie I wanted to give a message of hope to people who 

are struggling in life and that’s how ‘Alvidaa’ was created. 

 

 How did you come to admire Lucky Ali? 

 

This is a very interesting question. I was a fan of Lucky Ali since I was in fifth or sixth standard. 

I had a strong inclination towards music since my childhood and I used to listen to a lot of music 

and artists. I think that’s the time when ‘O sanam’ released and I watched the music video on TV 

and loved it. In no time it became an iconic song, sort of an anthem of love, and the video was 

also way ahead of its times. And that is how I started admiring him. 

 

Afterwards, as he sang more songs like ‘Dekha hai aise bhi’, ‘Tere mere saath jo hota hai’, and 

more of his greatest chartbusters, he slowly grew on me as an artist. He and Kishore Kumar have 

always been my favorite singers. 

 

After all those years, when I started my journey as a filmmaker, I had dreamt of working with 

Lucky Ali at least once in my career. Because he is a very selective man, he doesn’t work with 

everybody and anybody and that is why you see him doing very less work in the last five, six 

years. So, I can proudly say after singing the song of A. R. Rahman’s ‘Safarnama’ the only other 

film song he has sung is ‘Alvidaa’. 

 

How did you meet him the first time? 

 

This is a very interesting story. I wanted to meet him for a very long time and I was writing 

emails to somebody who was trying to pose as his manager, he wasn’t his manager actually. So, I 

was writing emails to him and then finally I got to know that Lucky bhai was coming to 

Talkatora Stadium in New Delhi and we – me and Varun Ahuja, my friend and music director 

for my movie –somehow got access to the musical concert. We went to the concert and to his 

green room. It was a very hit and trail kind of thing, we didn’t have a formal appointment ... 

being his fans it was our love and passion to meet him. That is where I met him for the first time. 

He didn’t know me and since it was my first meeting with him, I became a bit nervous. But I told 

him nevertheless that I came with a request, and he somehow understood that I am a creative 

person. He said, “We will talk after the concert”. After the concert was over, we sat and played 

the song to him and he loved it. 
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How did ‘Alvidaa’ happen? 

 

It was a very spontaneous decision from his part. What I knew about Lucky Ali from people who 

knew him, and had worked with him; that he is extremely selective ... extremely particular with 

the songs he associates with. And I have seen him reject a lot of songs. People come up to him, 

want him to sing their songs but he generally doesn’t accept. In fact, he rejects most of the songs 

instead of singing them because he is very selective about what he sings. 

 

So how did it happened is that, we – me and my music director Varun Ahuja – had recorded a 

scratch version of the song, which we were carrying in my laptop as well as phone. After the 

concert, he invited us for dinner to his hotel. On the dinner table, we made him hear the song. He 

heard it once, he heard it the second time and he really liked it and said: “I will sing the song”. 

And the rest is history after that. And honestly speaking, I knew that the song had immense 

potential but I didn’t hope that just by merely hearing it from a cell phone recording and not by 

hearing a semi-produced version, he would say yes. Being the legendary singer that he is, we 

didn’t expect that he will say that “I love it and I will sing it” by merely hearing from a phone. 

 

What was your experience working with him? 

 

It was a dream come true. I have worked with Shahrukh Khan in ‘My Name is Khan’, I have 

worked with Sanjay Dutt on a movie called ‘Lamha’, I have worked with Anupam Kher in his 

school, I have worked with a lot of artists including Kajol, and many others. But my association 

and working relationship with Lucky Ali was spiritual in many ways. 

 

First, we connected over the concept of the song and then we connected as individuals. Till date, 

we connect like two friends and I would say he is a mentor and an elder brother to me when it 

comes to music. As a professional and a creative person, it was a sublime experience because 

while I was working with him I realized how evolved he was in his musical sense and how much 

we have learned from him. 

 

I particularly remember one incident. I was really struggling to get this film together as it is an 

independent film. I had a very limited team size and had no funding or support from anybody 
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whatsoever. When Lucky Ali came on board and when he was singing in the studio, it became an 

extremely emotional moment for me. Tears were rolling down my cheeks as it dawned to me that 

the person to whom I looked up to as a legend in my entire childhood was working with me in 

my very first film. It was a surreal experience and a very emotional moment for me. 

 

I have cherished every moment of the four, five days that I spent with him while we were 

recording the song in the Delhi studio. And we were in Bombay at Mikey McCleary’s studio for 

three, four days. He even took the song back to Bangalore with him, recorded parts of it in his 

own way. It was a very emotional, very spiritual, highly enriching and a creatively invigorating 

experience. 

 

The song took a bit of time to come out. It was ready almost after a year before it was released. 

He was also trying to promote the song in his own way. Then came a point when the film’s 

release got delayed and then he said, “Faisal, if you want to use the song for a bigger purpose, 

you should dedicate it to Kashmir”. It was a great idea! He also gave me a fantastic idea 

describing a music video which we would shoot in Kashmir. But in 2016-17 the political 

situation in Kashmir was not very conducive to go there and shoot the song. So we used stills 

with the song to make the video. But the idea of developing that song, writing that screenplay 

also was very memorable for me. It took me about 10-12 days to develop it and he really 

appreciated it a lot. 

 

And I just want to add one thing; ‘Alvidaa’ is a product of immense love and passion. There will 

be a time in the future, where the song will be more legendary than what is right now, the reason 

being it’s way ahead of its time, it’s showing what is happening in the world. 
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What are some memorable moments you shared with him? 

 

Recording the song in Mikey McCleary’s studio in Bombay was a very memorable moment, an 

overwhelming one for me. We got the bass guitar done by Mishko M’ba, who is a great bassist 

who lives in Pondicherry. But it was Lucky Ali who contributed a lot, not just as a singer but as a 

creative person. 

 

Writing the song was memorable. Varun and I started together and we wrote the song. However, 

the biggest thing for me was how Lucky Ali came on board and made the song what it is. I was 

not sure if he would say yes to us because he is an exclusive musician. By the grace of God, 

everything fell into place and we could successfully collaborate with such a big artist like him. 

 

 
 

He is a man who speaks very fondly about teamwork and collaboration. He would generally 

speak on how to be together to do something. He would say, “Don’t say main, always say hum”. 

 

I also remember one particular moment, when we went to him but I was hesitant to talk much in 

front of him, as he is such a huge artist and he is also older to us by many years. Sensing our 

hesitation, he affectionately said one thing, “Bol beta, dil khol ke bol. Dilse bolega toh main 

sunuga”. That is when I narrated the song to him. I told him, “Lucky bhai, ek gaana hai jisko aap 

ki awaaz ki darkaar hai. Aur agar aap ki awaaz nahin milegi toh woh gaana waisa nahin banega 
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jaisa woh ban sakta hai”. He said, “agar aisi baat hai toh main pehle sunugaa aur bolunga ki hai 

ki nahin”. When he heard it, he said, “haan, iss gaane ko mere awaaz ki darkaar hai”. 

 

He is also very spiritual and religious, he prays a lot. We have spoken a lot of times about what’s 

happening to the world, how things are changing. He does not choose to express much but he 

feels a lot and he cares a lot. 

 

What’s your message to Lucky Ali? 

 

He is a musician who works very less now. As fans and people who have worked with him, we 

love him very much and would love to see more of his works. 

 

I wish him all the best and I pray that he takes more care of his health. He is an evolved soul, he 

is a very old soul in this world ... not in terms of age but the kind of evolution he has. 

 

So my message to him is that to take care of his health, guide and nurture new artists, be a little 

more in the atmosphere of work so that some musicians who actually understand his caliber of 

music can work with him. I send him a lot of love and best wishes. And it’s been one of the most 

enriching interactions for me as a filmmaker, director, producer, and a creative person to work 

with him. He has taught me a lot in the process of making the song. I thank him and my friend 

Varun Ahuja for making ‘Alvidaa’ happen for my first directorial debut film. 
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Vijay Pawar 
 
Vijay Pawar is the founder and managing director of Mirador Group of 

Companies, a conglomerate with a wide range of verticals. 

 

He loves Lucky Ali music and travelling. He is 39 years old and lives in 

Mumbai with his wife and two kids. 

https://www.facebook.com/Vijaybpawar1
https://mirador.co.in/


Lucky Ali – As We Know Him Page 39 

Vijay Pawar 

 
“Nobody thinks so much for a fan as Lucky Ali does. That’s the reason he is Lucky Ali and 

nobody can replace him. He is a special man.” 

 

My first Lucky Ali connection was very strange. In 1996, only Doordarshan was there and one 

day suddenly ‘O sanam’ song started to play in the T.V. on the indie pop section of DD2. 

 

And I was like “This is something different. This sounds something new.” I was glued to the TV. 

The music, the voice and the sound of Lucky Ali mesmerized me, and I was instantly connected. 

 

The wordings, the love, the affection … whatever he was singing “sham shavere teri yaadein aati 

hai” it was like me singing for my first love. That’s how quick the connection was and then there 

was no looking back. 

 

I immediately went out and bought the cassette of Sunoh, it was back in 1996, and post that it all 

went on very differently. As I started listening to ‘O sanam’ then there’s next song ‘Sunoh’ and 

so on and so on. It was like “Wow! Every song is different, each one of them is soulful”. I was in 

love with the album. 

 

I used to have that Sony’s walkman with me in the college and I had this one cassette in repeat 

mode continuously. I had to buy around seven cassettes of Sunoh. I actually had seven cassettes 

of Sunoh I had bought as it used to worn out completely due to continuous use. 

 

Sunoh album is a game changer. Every song is like you singing for yourself. It’s like your mind 

talking to you. And that was the first interaction or that was the first connection … though it was 

a virtual connection, though it was a musical connection but it was a connection with Lucky Ali. 

Because in all songs, you take any song, say “Bombayi nagariya”, every song is about you 

thinking something and he singing for you. You may be in any situation, be it a happy, sad, 

stressful, and you can relate to one of his songs. 

 

So you’re happy, you’ve Lucky Ali; you’re sad, you’ve Lucky Ali; you’re stressful, you’ve 

Lucky Ali. So, there’s a Lucky Ali song for every situation. It’s like wine – you’re happy, you 

drink it; you’re sad, you drink some. It was that kind of equation. But it was amazing, amazing, 

amazing. That day I decided this is the singer I am going to follow. 

 

At that time, I gave this cassette to my girlfriend and she also equally fell in love with it. In fact, 

she still is a big fan. We used to listen to the songs, hum or sing along together, whenever we 

spent time with each other or traveled in bus or train. 
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Admiring Lucky Ali: From the day one I listened to ‘O sanam’, the admiration started. In fact, I 

fell in love with his voice; fell in love with his music. I loved all songs. Since the day listened to 

the songs, I became a die-hard fan of Lucky Ali and decided that I wanted to meet this guy and I 

would hear him live. 

 

And that was it, it was 1996 and after three years his second album ‘Sifar’ launched. When it 

launched, I was following up with Rhythm House in Fort every day, asking “Is it released?”, 

“Can I have my copy?” In fact, the store manager at that time called me in my landline and told 

“Your copy is here and you can come to take it”. 

 

I directly took a train and went to VT and took a cab and grabbed my copy. I was in love, I was 

mesmerized by the music. It was so beautiful, so soulful and so different. First, it sounded like a 

South Indian music kind of a thing and then the more I listened to it, the more I started falling in 

love with Sifar. It was like the history repeats itself kind of a scenario and I was on the repeat 

mode with Sifar. 

 

I actually met Lucky Ali in 2006, but my first live concert of Lucky Ali was the launch of ‘Aks’ 

in Mumbai in Centre Mall. That was a beautiful moment I had. In fact, I went with my then 

girlfriend and we both were Lucky Ali fans so we were standing in the first row and we were 

screaming, we loved every bit of the performance. As he played ‘Tere mere saath jo hota hai’ we 

were shouting like crazy. 

 

We had the chance to shake hand with him that time and we were on the seventh cloud. That was 

the first one-to-one interaction with Lucky Ali in the concert. Also, in that particular concert 

Lucky Ali played “Maut” for the first time. Although the song was there in 2002 movie ‘Kaante’ 

it was actually played live there in 2000. We were mesmerized by the music and the way it was 

composed, the way it was built “maut … jine ke liye zaruri hai yeh”. And we were like “when 

the song is going to be released?”. 

 

That time mobile was just new and Nokia 6600 camera phone was just launched. The video 

recording quality was bad but we still managed to get it recorded, but still the live experience of 

“maut” was beautiful. 

 

In 2006, Lucky Ali launched his fifth album online. He decided to reduce pollution and released 

it online, in digital platform. That was an experiment done by him and he launched ‘Xsuie’. 

 

I was amongst the first buyers to buy it online but the problem was I paid twice but I wasn’t able 

to download the songs. In fact, I wrote to Lucky Ali and the admin team that in fact I purchased 

it thrice but I’m not able to download the music. 
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Then from Lucky Ali’s team, that time Zubair used to handle operations in terms of IT, and he 

called me and asked “what’s your issue?” I told “I’m not able to download but my money got 

deducted twice.” He then resolved my problem, credited the extra deducted amount back to my 

account and I was able to download the music. 

 

One fine day, in April 2006, I received a call from an unknown number. I took that call and 

someone asked from the other side “Hey Vijay, how are you?” I asked “who’s this?” 

 

“Hey, Vijay bhai, this is Lucky Ali.” 

 

I said “what!?”  

 

He said “yes, this is Lucky Ali.” To my surprise, he was Lucky Ali and he said that “I called you 

to invite you to my concert happening at Chennai Arcot Palace. I’m doing this concert after a 

long break and I want you to be my special guest to my concert.” 

 

I was like “O, wow!” and it was like a dream – Lucky Ali calling directly and inviting. I was so 

happy that in that two days I told everybody that Lucky Ali called me and he invited me to his 

concert in Chennai. 

 

I booked ticket and went flying to Chennai. When I landed and went to Arcot, to my surprise 

Lucky Ali was there at the gate. He saw me and said “Hey, Vijay bhai. How are you? Welcome, 

it’s good to see you. I am glad that you came on my invitation. Be my guest, I’m very happy.” 

 



Lucky Ali – As We Know Him Page 42 

 
 

And he took me inside into the palace, and then he introduced me to his team. As it was lunch 

time, he took me to the dining hall directly. So he offered me all royal cuisine and I said I am a 

vegetarian. So he took me to the vegetarian section himself. And that was one of the best 

vegetable Biriyanis I’ve ever had in that particular area. 

 

After that, we went to sound testing. I was privileged to be there, listen and experience it. And on 

the same night, Lucky Bhai performed live and I was privileged to be in the first row with the 

royal kings of Arcot. The performance was mesmerizing. It was one of the best performances, 

I’ve ever witnessed live because it was first after a long time. It was a beautiful night. After the 

concert ended, we went ahead and we discussed till late. 
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Lucky Bhai is always fond of nature and he wants to preserve nature and he always talk about it. 

So we had a late night discussion, in the morning we had to leave. He went to Bangalore and I 

went to Bombay. So that was it, that was one of the beautiful things. But on that particular day, 

Lucky Bhai promised me saying that “whenever I print the CD of this particular album, you will 

be the first person to get that CD”. 

 

Wow moment!!!: After the concert at Arcot Palace finished and while we were returning to our 

respective places. He was going back to Bangalore and I was on my way to Mumbai, I suddenly 

got a call. In the call, Lucky Ali asked “Vijay bhai, can you buy a copy of today’s Deccan 

Chronicle?” 

 

I said “sure bhai.” I bought the paper. It was carrying an article in which there was a mention of 

mine saying that one fan flew all the way from Mumbai to Chennai just to listen Lucky Ali. 

 

Lucky Bhai then told me “aap to famous ho gaye”. 

 

A True Icon: After some days, he decided to get CD of ‘Xsuie’ and he organized a launch 

program in J W Marriot. He invited me to that particular program to be his guest. On the eve of 

the launch, he called me to the hotel. We were sitting in the lobby and discussing, that’s when 

the truck came with all the prints. He took out the first CD, he signed it himself and presented it 

to me. He said “I told you that I’ll give the first CD to you. So this is it”. That was one of the best 

gifts I’ve ever received by Lucky Ali. 
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Then after Lucky Ali became a very good friend and in fact we used to exchange a lot of things. 

We used to talk on phone, we still talk on phone on frequent occasions. 

 

One particular moment which I would like to share is on my 37th birthday I got a wonderful 

surprise from my office team. My receptionist actually made a direct call to Lucky Ali, requested 

him to share a video call or a message on my birthday. You know to the surprise of mine when 

he actually gave a wonderful audio message to my executive assistant and they played it in the 

office when I came in. 

 

It was celebration time and they said “we have a surprise for you!” They played this audio 

message in a big, loud volume. 

 

Lucky Bhai said “Hi Vijay bhai, janam din ke bahot bahot subh kamnaaye. Tum jiyo hazaaron 

saal. I wish you a lot of health and happiness. This is Lucky Ali. God Bless always.” 

 

I was so happy. This was the most pleasant surprise my team has ever given and Lucky Bhai was 

kind enough to entertain my EA and give the message respecting their feelings. That’s Lucky 

Bhai for you and that’s the reason he is one in millions. That’s the reason he has got a special 

place in the heart of all true Lucky Ali fans who love him to the core. 
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Kapil Chandak 
 
Kapil Chandak is the branch head (F & C) at Voltas Electronics. 

 

Apart from his work, he loves writing stories, poems and songs on 

www.kapilchadak.com. He loves spending time with kids and spreading 

love and happiness. 

https://www.facebook.com/kapil.chandak
http://www.kapilchadak.com/
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Kapil Chandak 
 

“Mere sukh ke saathi, mere dukh ke saathi ...  Lucky Ali” 

 

“His songs aren’t just music ... they are magic; they’re a religion that we follow” 

 

In 1996, a song ‘O Sanam’ used to come on the top spot of ‘Philips Top 10’ on Zee TV. Since 

we didn’t have cable TV in our home at that time, I used to go to a shop to watch it. 

 

I used to go early and stand at the storefront just as the show began, and it was soon crowded by 

several people. After about 40 minutes, when the song aired, there would be pin drop silence and 

all would watch it with rapt attention. 

 

During that time, music videos were shot indoors. The song, however, was shot in Egypt with the 

pyramids as the backdrop. So it was special and different. I used to think, the song that's being 

made into a video must be the best one in the album. So I assumed it to be the best one. 

 

One day, I went to my uncle's place. Being a music lover and a connoisseur, he had a huge 

collection of cassettes. I told him that several of them are lying disorderly and it would be better 

if we sort them out. 

 

He asked me to do just that and I started segregating them. Then, I saw the cassette of Sifar. The 

cover immediately caught my eyes and I went through the art works on the cover pages. 

 

It was so beautiful, so different from others. I asked him if I could borrow it and he gave me his 

permission. 

 

I then went home and played the cassette on my walkman. After listening one song after the 

other, I played them over and over the entire night. 

 

The feelings I experienced that night were indescribable. It was as if I was in a different world. 

The lyrics and the meanings changed something in me. Tears of ecstasy were rolling from my 

eyes and there was a smile on my face as I listened to the music. 

 

I was in a trance. There was a marriage function few days after and I went with the groom's side. 

When the band baaja and dance began, I wasn’t interested. I was hardly the same person as I was 

a few days ago. I took my walkman and played the album and stood at one corner in a daze. 

 

After that, I bought ‘Sunoh’ album and listened to the songs and loved all of them. As I listened 

to the songs on a consistent basis, I pondered over the meanings, the words, and wanted to know 
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about them. So I went to a local madrassa and asked the maulavi about the meanings of the 

words I couldn’t comprehend. They told me the meanings and I understood the lyrics. 

 

Around that time, I started teaching in a coaching class. During the last 10 minutes of my classes, 

I used to quote the lines from songs to impart wisdom and values to my students. 

 

Lines such as “raste na badle na badla jahan, phir kyun badal te kadam hai yahaan” from ‘Nahin 

Rakhta’ and “Miti main sab mil jayeega bas pyaar rahe jaega” from ‘Sunoh’ served as doses of 

inspiration for them. 

 

In a bid to know more about Lucky Ali sir and celebrate his songs, I joined his fan group in 

Yahoo. There were fans and followers from all over the world and they were enthusiastic about 

knowing things about him and his songs. 

 

Many things went round the Internet, some were facts while others weren’t. So I thought of 

compiling information about Lucky Ali in a presentation format and make it available over the 

internet. 

 

I needed a computer to do that, so I searched for a job that would need me to work with a system. 

I was soon employed in a private firm as an accountant. I used to come early, stay till late and 

skip lunch to prepare slides during off hours. I gained respect from my boss and colleagues for 

being a diligent worker and was brimming with ecstasy and confidence as I pursued my passion. 

 

Everything was going fine till the day my supervisor formatted the system I was working on 

without informing me. I had saved almost 70 per cent of my work in it and all my efforts of the 

previous seven months were completely wiped out. 

 

I was depressed after knowing it and brooded for a few minutes. Then, I resolved to start all over 

from the scratch and make it better than the previous version. After a few months, I was finally 

able to complete the slides. 

 

The next challenge was to take them to an Internet café in order to publish them. As my office 

system didn’t have a CD drive, it was all the more difficult for me to do so. 

 

I then decided to get them transferred through floppy discs. One disc had a storage capacity of 

1.44 MB and I had information of nearly 28 MB. I purchased 21 floppy discs and stored eight 

slides in each. 

 

I then took the discs to a cyber café and uploaded the slides to a webpage named LuckyWorld.  

 

http://www.kapilchandak.com/2010/05/lucky-worldpps-duniya-lucky-ali-ki-by.html
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I had always wanted to make a presentation that has almost everything about him and finally my 

dream was taking shape. In September 2004, I released it through Luckyali fanclub on Yahoo. 

Later, I shared it in different platforms such as Orkut, 4shared, among others. 

 

After I published them, I got emails, phone calls, messages from several of his fans around the 

world who were praising my works and thanked me for the research and efforts. They told me 

that the slides enabled them to know a lot about their icon. 

 

I sing, write poems, songs, stories, I am learning astrology, vaastu, I work in a big company and 

handle multiple responsibilities, I play with kids, take them to malls. I have taken these life 

lessons from Lucky Ali sir. He inspired me to become a multifaceted human being. He has 

showed what a beautiful human being he is in many of his songs such as “Anjaani rahon mein” 

and “Jaane ky dhoondta hai”. I would like to stay like that. 

 

Even though the world has changed and we’ve iPods, iPhones, iPads, I have all the songs of 

Lucky Ali sir in the top of my playlist and I play it in my car every time I drive. 

 

When my daughter was two years old, she didn’t liked nursery rhymes but listened to Lucky Ali 

sir’s songs. She liked “Tere mere saath” the most. 

 

I know that the person who is Lucky Ali’s fan is definitely a good human being. Whenever I 

meet with any of his fan, I find a difference in them. They have a different spirit, a different 

thought. They look to do good for everyone … their family, the society, the world, and 

themselves. They love everyone … be it the nature, children, skies. 
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Nihar Rangoonwala 
 

Nihar Rangoonwala is a photographer based out of Navsari near the 

diamond and textile city of Surat. 

 

He has diverse interest ranging from reading, writing, spirituality to 

journaling using fountain pens. You can know about him by visiting his 

website www.niharrangoonwala.com  
 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/niharrangoonwalathepeoplesphotographer/photos/a.476675765809572/1211466828997125/?type=1&theater
http://www.niharrangoonwala.com/
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Lucky Ali - My Artist Icon 
 

It was 1997 when we watched and listened to his first song Anjaani Rahon Mein on DD 

National. Of course, it wasn't his first song but for us it was. I liked the song and loved the video. 

I was 15 years young back then. India as a nation was celebrating 50 years of Independence. And 

that song was a true reflection of India and Indian-ness. 

 

I feel, his album Sunoh and Sifar were and are my absolute favourites. Each song is so special 

for so many reasons. So many memories, moments, people are entangled and tide-up with those 

songs in a beautiful way. For me, Tum Hi Se is a prayer song. Aap Par Arz is a very romantic 

song which you would like to dedicate to your lover. And Mumbai Nagariya is a sarcastic and 

realistic song. I used to wait for a trailer of his music album Sunoh during commercial breaks on 

music channels. Just to listen 10 - 15 seconds of the song O Sanam. My cousin and I had bought 

the cassette of the Sunoh album in 1997. 

 

Then came his 2nd album, Sifar. Beautiful story-tell videos of the Dekha Hai Aise Bhi and Nahi 

Rakhta Dil Mein Kuchh were so emotive. My cousin Nirav, who is also a big fan of Lucky Ali, 

had bought the cassette of Sifar album. One of my school friends, Dipak, had a CD player. He 

used to buy original CDs in those days. On my request, he had bought the Sifar album. We used 

to go to his house after school just to listen to songs. Eventually, he became Lucky Ali fan. Its 

front cover was so beautifully designed and it was mysterious. The cover still feels fresh even 

after 2 decades. Even these days, whenever I see it and I try to decode the subtle meanings from 

that piece of art. I still remember the wording inside its covers, I guess it goes like, Cipher - A 

Perfect Zero. It encircles everything and includes nothing." I had such a deep impact of this 

album that when I was 17 or 18, I had sketched "Sifar" on my school bench with my pen and 

thought that the student in coming years will see it. I was to leave the school that year. I wanted 

to leave a mark of my existence there. Just a few days back to I thought to get Sifar logo tattooed 

on my arm but then I let go the idea. 

 

His album Aks was melancholic in a way, at least to me if not for everyone. But the two songs at 

the end, Ek Na Ek Din and Sandesh make the album end on a positive note. Especially, the 

Sandesh song. I had made an email ID on Rediff.com just because it was shown in the song Kitni 

Hasi Zindagi Hai. It was such a natural-looking brand integration done by the creative team 

unlike how we see now in the recent era movies, wherein brand integration and product 

placement look very fabricated. 

 

Then came Gori Teri Aakhen Kahe. I loved its peppy-ness in terms of musicality and storyline of 

the video. I always liked Duniya Chumengi Tere Kadam as a motivational song. In 2004, I 

graduated and it was a year of turmoil and heartbreak for me. Tanhaai Mein Basi Zindagi from 

the album Kabhi Aisa Lagta Hai was a comfort giver. It has comforted me on many occasions 

and phases of my life. There came times in my life when I used to listen to the song Jabse Mili 

Tumse on a loop mode. It was so romantic. I used to play the role of a protagonist and romantic 

hero in my imagination while listening to this song. I romanced with so many characters on this 

song. Of course, in my imagination. The characters changed but not the song. 
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I was lucky to have received Raasta Man CD signed by the legend himself through one of his 

relatives as a birthday gift. I feel Duniya Ke Samandar is the song written for me. I used to hear 

that song on loop mood and used to cry also. I remember writing a comment on Lucky Ali 

personal FB profile to thank him for this song. I could recollect that Lucky Bhai in one for his 

interview said that Mehmood Sa'ab used to say Main Ka Ghar Khali. He used that phrase in one 

the songs of Raasta Man. Lucky Ali had organised a close get-together in remembrance of Jagjit 

Singh who had passed on a couple of months back in October 2011. I wanted to go and attend it 

for two reasons, 1. Jagjit Singh and 2. It was done by Lucky Bhai. I could not go all the way to 

Bangalore because I was unwell. Fortunately, I had witnessed the event through an online live 

telecast. I have had two opportunities to meet him in person, though briefly. In 2008, Mumbai 

Concert where I met him; and also met and made new friends like Vijay, Mahesh, Shashank, 

Rehan, Neena and Priyanka. I was later introduced to Rohit Yadav. In 2010 or 11, Rohit, of 

course, a big fan of Lucky Bhai met him for the first time. For Rohit, it was like a dream coming 

true. He was so nervous. He had gifted Lucky Bhai a miniature guitar keychain. I witnessed that 

happening. 

 

Lucky Ali, as an artist, has an amazing influence on me. Of course, his music has more influence 

on me. But I really admire his way to approach and express himself through music. He does it 

from his heart and not just for money. I remember, he was telling in his one of the interviews that 

had he settled in Mumbai he would have done better in terms of material success but he chose a 

different path. A path of heart. I always wanted to be original like him. When in 2015 I was 

working on a personal project of writing lyrics and my other two friends were composing songs 

under the same project, one of them came up with an idea that we produce music a Bollywood 

type of music - a current trend types. I was reluctant to deviate from creating soulful and 

authentic content. We produced a couple of songs then destiny had other some plans. 

 

It is 2019, I am now a photographer after leaving my full time and reasonably a good media-sales 

job. In my photographic work, I yearn for authenticity. I express myself through my soul. I 

connect with my clients on a very personal level. It took me years to find my unique 

photographic voice and that is--human emotions. I know, Lucky Ali played an indirect role to 

find that "photographic voice". I still put his songs while doing photo editing work. He has been 

a part of my journey and will continue. I have a dream project of doing a photo shoot of him and 

his son, Dani. 
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Shashank Chavan 
 
Shashank Chavan is a big Lucky Ali fan. He is a senior marketing 

manager at PerkinElmer, a multinational company.  

 

He loves travelling and has been to more than 20 countries worldwide. 

He loves interacting with people and currently runs a WhatsApp group 

purely dedicated to ‘Lucky Ali Fans’. 

https://www.facebook.com/meshanks
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Shashank Chavan 
 
“One of the most endearing qualities of Lucky bhai is his approach towards life. It made me 

admire him more as a person as much as his music” 

 

I first heard Lucky Ali when I was in standard 9th. I was reading lots of mystical stuff about 

Pyramids by that time. And one day “O Sanam” was aired on Chayageet on Doordarshan. Such a 

wonderful song with Egyptian background - it worked like a magic. It was a kind of love at first 

sight. 

 

Fortunately one of my close friends had purchased Sunoh’s cassette and we used to listen it in 

loops; continuously. Almost 8-10 times a day, the whole album. All my 10th standard studies 

were done with bhai’s songs playing in background. What a fantastic time it was! 

 

By the time Sifar was released I was in the 1st year of my college. I used to listen Sifar on loop 

during my travel in Mumbai locals while commuting to my college. By that time I came across 

an article on Lucky bhai published in Sunday supplement of The Times of India. The article 

covered his personal information - how he worked in the US breeding horses and oil mills and 

stuff. The article covered Lucky bhai’s life philosophy and his simplicity. 

 

Then I saw his interview on Sony with Shekhar Suman and just loved his simplistic approach 

towards life. I believe that’s when I started to admire him more as a person as much as his music.  

 

First Meet: All thanks to Zubair. The date was July 12, 2010. It was a concert in Bangalore for 

Army personnel where Zubair arranged a pass for me. I reached pretty early to the spot and could 

meet Lucky Ali well before the start of the concert during the rehearsals. That was the best time 

of my life. I was kind of flabbergasted at that moment. It was a kind of dream come true - all I 

ever wanted from life, I got it at that special moment. 

 

Bhai was very courteous and allowed me to take a photograph. Funny part was I took bhai’s 

photo when I could have taken a selfie with him. But I was so star struck at that moment that I 

only clicked a single photo of bhai. 
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There are many memorable moments I had with him. Right from the first time I met Lucky bhai 

to the dinner night with him and his family, each moment is special. 

 

I also sneaked into one of bhai’s concerts as a helper, carrying Manoj bhai’s violin boxes. I also 

sneaked into another concert and sat next to Arbaaz Khan for the first half of the concert. 

 

I also remember some great moments like getting cough syrup for bhai before a concert, 

fulfilling bhai’s wish on eating good vada pao in Bangalore. All thanks to Lucky bhai and the 

LAB team and the fantastic fans like Zubair, Mahesh and Vijay. 

 

During my graduation and my MBA all my college friends used to call me Lucky Ali as 

everyone knew how big fan I was. I used to sing Lucky bhai’s songs in front of college crowd 

and everyone used to enjoy it even in my “not-so-good” voice. Even few of my professors knew 

about my fandom and they used to wish me that one day for sure I will meet my idol. Just few 

years later it happened in real. And then many times in real. 
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Tarun Shukla 
 

Tarun Shukla is a Senior Product Support Specialist at Edifecs, a US-

based healthcare technology company. 

 

He loves listening to music, exploring new cuisines, playing table tennis 

and traveling to new places. 

https://www.facebook.com/tarun.shukla.96


Lucky Ali – As We Know Him Page 56 

Tarun Shukla 

 
“Lucky bhai and his music will always be my inspiration to live life with strength and pride no 

matter how bad times may come.” 

 

“It’s not just his music that connects me with him. It’s something else. The way he has led his life 

on his own terms, which many of us don't have the courage to do so.” 

 

Sunoh was released in 1996 and I was 8 years old then. You can imagine how much 

understanding an 8 yrs old boy can have. 

 

But somehow when I heard ‘O Sanam’ for the first time and it had an immediate effect on me. 

Neither I was in love at that time nor I could understand those feelings, but still I felt connected 

with that song and that's how I was introduced to him and his music. 

 

As I grew up, my interest in his music increased drastically and couple of other Albums had 

released by then like Aks, Sifar. The original cassettes used to be very costly so I had a local 

music store where I used to buy a blank cassette and get all his songs recorded in that cassette. 

 

I always wanted to meet Lucky bhai because somehow he was the only person whom I used to 

think about all the time and I would always create an imaginary world where I would think about 

meeting him. 

 

My entire family and friends knew that I was mad about Lucky Ali and he is the only one who 

had put influence on me through his songs.  

 

The album that really changed my life was 'Sifar'. As Lucky bhai always says he really does not 

think that his music is Indie-pop. But even if people call it indie-pop then I don't think anyone 

can match the level of music, lyrics, singing that was there in that album. It was a classic and the 

songs really helped to understand life and how to deal with it. 

 

A strange thing happened with me which I don't think people will really feel that it’s true. But I 

know myself that it's completely true and I will always cherish it throughout my life. 

 

As I was growing up there was no social media platform available commonly. But I had 

imagined an autograph (signature) of Lucky Bhai in my mind and used to always write down in 

my notebooks. 

 

When I first saw Lucky Bhai's autograph over internet I was so shocked that it was almost 

similar to what I used to imagine and write down in my notebooks. I really don't know how that 

happened but that was really special. 

 

I was lucky enough to meet Lucky bhai personally on three different occasions. 
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I met him for the first time in Maharashtra (Satara) and he was performing for Maharashtra 

Police. All thanks to Zubair bhai as he encouraged me to come down to Satara from Pune and 

meet Lucky bhai. 

 

I met him backstage and I cannot express how happy I was. I made a call to one of my close 

friends and asked him- 'Guess where I am currently?' 

 

He just sensed how happy I was and immediately asked me-'Are you with Lucky Ali right now?' 

He did not have any clue of where I was that day. 

 

I met him last in New Delhi and we had a very nice chat for couple of minutes and I had the 

privilege to be at backstage (All thanks to Subash Pradhan bhai). We talked about so many 

things that day before the concert when he arrived at the venue. 

 

My girlfriend at that time, who is my beloved wife now, had gifted me a t-shirt which had the 

photo printed of me and Lucky bhai when we met for the first time in Satara. 

 

I had taken that t-shirt with me when I met him last and Lucky bhai gave me his autograph on 

that t-shirt. Again, it was the same signature which I used to imagine when I was growing up. 

Strange, but that's true. :) 
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It’s not just his music that connects me with him. It’s something else. The way he has led his life 

on his own terms, which many of us don't have the courage to do so.  

 

Even being such a big star he is so grounded and humble and talks about basic things, his 

thinking about life, passion towards farming etc always makes you feel connected with him. 

 

There has not been a single day where I don't search for 'Lucky Ali' in Google and look for any 

latest news, information about his upcoming gigs. 

 

I could not meet him in last three years as I was working in the US and now I have finally 

relocated back to Chandigarh. I am really happy that I will be seeing him again after 3 years on 

Sept 8 at Noida at his concert. 

 

Lucky bhai and his music will always be my inspiration to live life with strength and pride no 

matter how bad times may come. 

 

Love to Lucky bhai and may God bless him with good health and happiness. 

 

 

 

 



Lucky Ali – As We Know Him Page 59 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

Mahesh P. Savla 
 

Mahesh P. Savla is the founder of Soch Creation - Kurtiwala, a branded 

manufacturer of ladies kurtis, gowns, and printed kurtis. 

 

When not designing apparel, he loves strumming his guitar, spending 

time with his kid, connecting with nature and playing cricket. 

https://www.facebook.com/sochcreation/
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Mahesh P. Savla 
 

“Lucky bhai is one of the greatest inspirations in my life.” 

 

Till the age of 15, music for me was just the sounds of a few musical instruments. Its definition 

changed for me the day I saw the music video of ‘O Sanam’ on TV and it grabbed my attention. 

  

I felt a sensation in me which forced me to listen that song again and again. I bought the cassette 

and I started loving the music as well as the lyrics. Above everything the soothing husky voice of 

Lucky Bhai. 

 

I started following his music. I had a walkman, which was popular in those days, and I bought 

bhai’s album cassettes. They accompanied me wherever I went. I hummed the songs throughout 

the day and people close to me started calling me Lucky Ali :)  

 

I followed him on social media and that was how I got to know him as a person. 

 

First Meet: I met Zubair bhai at the Lalbaug west gate and set off to meet Lucky Ali from there. 

 

We purchased coffee and cake for Lucky bhai on the way and after almost an hour later we got 

into a gated society. It was beautiful and peaceful and there were several villas in row. 

 

The villa number 185th was the residence of Lucky bhai and his Harley was parked right in front 

the door. 

 

As we entered the villa, I saw Taawwuz at the door, while Tasmia and Kate were inside the 

house. 

 

I waited downstairs, while Zubair went up to ensure Lucky bhai wasn’t busy. A while later, he 

returned and introduced me to Kate. He then told me to accompany him and we went upstairs. 

 

When we reached the upper floor, we entered a room with guitars, speakers and big boxes that 

were to be carried to concerts. 

 

As we passed the room and stepped on the terrace, Lucky bhai was sitting there. Upon seeing 

me, he called my name with his characteristic honey-smooth voice “Mahesh Savla”. I was really 

happy hearing that. 

 

I went to him and tried to pay obeisance by touching his feet. He stopped me, hugged me and 

patted on my back. 
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He then saw the bag and asked me what’s in it. I told there’s a cake and coffee for him. He 

accepted that and introduced me to his music engineer saying “meet Mahesh Savla, one of my 

closest friends.” 

 

I was a bit relaxed after hearing that. I had never met such a legend before, that too so personally. 

So I was a bit nervous. 

 

He had planned many things to talk and ask, but at that time my mind was blank. 

 

I was pinching myself to confirm whether it was a dream or the reality. So many thoughts were 

crossing my mind. 

 

Then Lucky bhai sat on the low terrace platform and asked me to sit beside him. I sat there 

quickly. He then consoled me for an unfortunate event that happened to me a few months back. 

 

He held my hand and told me to think positive and not to worry. 

 

Then it was my turn to ask him a very important question on behalf of all his fans – “When are 

the new songs coming out?” 

 

He then replied “it is not easy to release an album and there are still many things pending to be 

worked on”. I was smiling only to cover my disappointment. 

 

We then went to the room in which music were created and mixed. I was really delighted to 

listen to a song. The lyrics were in English and a new sound was used this time. It was awesome! 

 

As we stood there, many errors and loopholes were rectified by Lucky bhai. For that reason, the 

song was repeatedly played. And I was thoroughly enjoying it. 

 

I then asked him about his plans in the film industry as an actor. He said “Filhaal nahin jaana. 

Yahin paar dekh raheho naa kitna kaam hai. Song accha hai na?” 

 

I said “bohot accha hai.” Then we went to the terrace again. There, we talked about the 

upcoming limited edition CDs and DVDs of Xsuie. 

 

He then went downstairs for some reason. Zubair bhai, Iten, the music engineer, and I remained 

on the terrace. Then Zubair told him that “Mahesh is one of Lucky Ali’s biggest fans who is very 

active on the official page”. 
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As I looked down, I saw two ladies were leaving and Lucky bhai accompanied them to the car. 

Zubair bhai then told me “she is bhai’s wife who was there in ‘O sanam’”. Hearing that I looked 

at her more carefully. She then waved at me, which took me by surprise. 

 

After seeing them off, Lucky bhai them came upstairs and we resumed our talk. He asked my 

opinion what should be the price range of the CD should be. 

 

I asked “how many songs?” He said “fourteen”. I said “your fans will buy even it will be priced 

at Rs. 999. But if we want it to sell more, then we have to keep the price reasonable”. 

 

Lucky bhai said, “we don’t want to make profit out of it . We just want it to reach as many 

people as possible”. 

 

I said “how about a price tag of Rs.299-350?” He said, “it would be better. Everyone can afford 

it. One more thing, we are going to offer free download links on the internet so that people can 

take it for free too.” 

 

I asked “isse CD sales pe farq nahi padega?” 

 

He replied “farq to padega par download links MP3 format ke hongi aur CD main wav format 

hogi. A real music lover will always love listening to music in wav format. Also, the CDs will 

have some extra features and add-ons such as concert passes or posters, which online downloads 

will not provide.” 

 

We then agreed that it was a great idea and discussed some more things before I left. I wanted to 

meet him at least once in my life time, which was possible because of Zubair bhai. 
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After that meet, I met Lucky bhai at some more concerts. 

 

                               
 

It's Lucky Ali and my love for music because of which I have my extended family the Lucky Ali 

fans club ... Vijay bhai, Shashank bhai, Rehan, Ninaad, Nihar and more friends who all are now 

an important part of my life. 
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Nishad Patki 
 
Nishad Patki is the lead vocalist at The Terrace Groove, a rock band 

inspired by the indipop culture of the 90s. 

 

He, along with his band mates, is all set to release the band’s first EP 

‘Darmiyaan’ in all music platforms on September 23, 2019. 

https://www.facebook.com/nishad.patki
https://www.facebook.com/TheTerraceGroove/?ref=profile_intro_card
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Nishad Patki 
 

“There is a famous saying – people forget what you said but they do remember how you made 

them feel. The way Lucky bhai treats his fans, it indeed makes them feel special.” 

 

“Even though I had the opportunity to meet Lucky bhai 10-11 times, each one is a memory to 

cherish for the lifetime.” 

 

I was 9 years old when ‘O Sanam’ hit the independent music scene, and the impact it made was 

so great that I was hooked on to Lucky Sir's music ever since. 

 

We had access to cable TV only in summer vacations. I was glued to MTV and Channel V for 

the whole day just to catch his songs. 

 

The quality of his compositions, combined with Mickey Mcleary's music production and the 

amazing music videos was enough for me to keep listening to him on loop. Moreover, he was 

way ahead of his time with his music, so each song holds a special connect with everyone from 

the 90's. 

 

I was in touch with Zubair bhai (Lucky Sir's nephew) who used to manage his gigs in 2012. He 

gave me the opportunity to attend Lucky Ali Sir's live concert in Satara, where he was 

performing for the Police function. 

 

Just before the concert was about to begin, he was sitting backstage and I shyly approached him 

saying “Hi sir...this is Nishad”, and he smiled and quickly replied “Patki?” (my surname). I was 

shocked that he knew me just from Facebook connection. After the event, he invited us for 

dinner and we had a great time. 
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Every time meeting him is a learning experience. He is so humble, so inspiring. He shares his 

thoughts about life from his own experiences and they teach us so much. 

 

I have had the opportunity to meet him 10-11 times and every time it’s a memory to cherish for 

lifetime. In 2012, Lucky Ali Sir had performed in the college where I teach. I was given the 

responsibility to handle the entire coordination with him and on the day of the event I was able to 

spend the whole day with him. 

 

I mentioned to him that someday I wished to sing with him. On the same day, he directly called 

me on stage before starting his gig and forced me to sing. I cannot forget that for my whole life!! 
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Another dream recently came true when I and my band The Terrace Groove had the opportunity 

to open for Lucky Sir in Pune. 

 

One more unforgettable memory is that I and Mujeeb bhai (another big fan of him and a lyrics 

and songwriter) met while attending Lucky Bhai's gig in Pune two years back. After the gig we 

met Lucky bhai and he asked me and Mujeeb bhai to work together and do original music 

together. 

 

As a result we started jamming and did some original songs together. We released one song and 

Lucky bhai shared it on his profile on Facebook. This shows how much he supports upcoming 

talent and cares for his fans. 
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Vikas Shirsat 
 

 

Vikas Shirsat is a sing-a-song writer and music producer, who composes 

his own lyrics. 

 

He has a band named The V-kas Shirsat Collective and runs an academy 

named TVSC Academy that has so far imparted guitar lessons to 85 

students. 

https://www.facebook.com/vkas.shirsat
https://www.facebook.com/TheVikasShirsatCollective/?eid=ARDgRUEU5MiyJ4dPJJuRsg_ENJoG0WdSMpzBnAH4FUeMZCVxEn5qC-zRLty-OkzzQE9UU4PzCHzGzz0I&timeline_context_item_type=intro_card_work&timeline_context_item_source=100000942062272&fref=tag
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Vikas Shirsat 
 
“Given a choice between one song of Lucky bhai and all songs of all the artistes in the world, I 

will choose the former” 

 

“Lucky bhai is the reason I chose music as my career and he is the inspiration behind everything 

I do with complete honesty” 

 

I was three years old when Lucky Ali sir’s Sunoh album was released. I had little understanding 

about songs and couldn’t comprehend the meaning of the lyrics. 

 

My uncle was a big fan of Lucky Ali sir. When I was eight to nine years old, we had two 

loudspeakers and an amplifier connected to our TV and my uncle used to play the music and 

video CDs of Lucky sir’s albums. 

 

Even though he used to listen to other international musicians and bands, the songs of Lucky Ali 

such as ‘O sanam’, ‘tere mere saath jo hota hai’, ‘kitni hassen hai zindagi’ were played several 

times a day mostly in loop. 

 

Whenever I used to watch ‘O sanam’ video, I used to be amazed at the quality of it. Now I am a 

music producer and I realize how the music and its video were technically way ahead of its time. 

‘O sanam’ is of 1996 but the recording quality and music production can make someone believe 

that it’s the work of 2016. 

 

In 2010, when I was 17 years of age, I demanded a guitar from my parents. Dad promised me 

that he’ll gift a good guitar after my exams are over, and he bought one. The purpose of getting 

the guitar was to learn just one song, which was ‘Kabhie aisa lagta hai’. 

 

I went to a college mate, who was giving guitar lessons then also and I requested him to teach me 

how to play that song only. I told him that if I learnt to play the song I will consider myself 

successful. 

 

He then started teaching me the basics and some simple chords. I firmly told him that I don’t 

want to learn anything else but that song only. He laughed and told that it doesn’t work like that 

and told that I should learn how to play other songs as well. 

 

So on the first day, he showed me the chords of the song and how to strum the strings and 

manipulate the frets. I relentlessly practiced on it and on the second day I was able to play it.  

 

I played the song in front of my uncle and he was amazed by it! 

 

After that, I learnt about three to four songs that my uncle used to play most of the time. The 

reason he used to play them repeatedly was that they were music videos. 
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Then I requested my guitar teacher to teach me play ‘O sanam’ and he taught me. Like this, I 

learnt one song at a time and could play most of Lucky Ali sir’s songs by 2012. 

 

Even though I listened to the popular Lucky Ali songs thousands of times by 2012, my uncle told 

me that you’re still young and to listen to the albums you need to have maturity. As you grow up, 

I will make you listen to more songs. 

 

I listened all the same and loved each one of them. I thought some music could have great 

videos, I loved video concepts of some songs, I loved the lyrics, the art on the cover page. 

 

But as I grow up, I realize the greatness of the lyrics and the music. I can understand the depth of 

it and can only wonder what Lucky Ali sir wrote at that time. 

 

During that time, I’ve also listened to other independent music but I don’t listen to them to that 

extent till date. No doubt, they’re good but they don’t have the timeless quality as Lucky Ali sir’s 

music. 

 

Youth of my age weren’t aware about Lucky Ali, they listened more of Honey Singh and rap 

music. 

 

Even though the technicality of Lucky Ali Sir’s music is not difficult, but the vibe they have is so 

different than others. I consider myself fortunate, because when I was in college we used to go 

on trips to Nainital, Kullu, Manali and when people used to listen to Honey Singh’s songs, I used 

to listen to Lucky Ali’s meaningful songs on headphones while watching the valleys and 

mountains. 

 

Whenever I think of those moments, I realize whatever I was listening was great and Lucky Ali 

sir’s music played a key role in shaping me as a person that I am today. 

 

In 2013-14, I played his songs and compositions; I got to collaborate with good musicians from 

my college, participate in various inter-college competitions and won many awards. 

 

Then I came across a friend named Nitin Patel, who was my junior. He saw me while I was 

strumming my guitar in the college campus, playing a Lucky Ali song, he then came to me and 

asked “arre Lucky Ali?” 

 

And seeing him, I understood that he is a big fan. Not many people used to approach a person 

playing a Lucky Ali song. 

 

We became fast friends and bonded over songs and found that we share the same taste in music 

and understood the indie genre at the same wavelength. 

 

First Meet: I graduated from college in 2014 and the same year on August 20, a Mumbai-based 

artiste named Pratyul Joshi posted a photograph with Lucky Ali sir standing beside him. I 

understood that sir was in Mumbai. 
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I then called Nitin and informed him that Lucky Ali sir is probably in Mumbai. He asked how 

you know, I said Pratyul Joshi has posted a picture with him. 

 

He asked “what’s the plan? Shall we go and meet?” 

 

Nitin and I used to think that we could never meet Lucky Ali sir in our lifetime and the dream 

would remain a dream only as he wasn’t active in the music space at that time. 

 

I told him that it will be difficult as we don’t know the hotel he is staying in. 

 

As I saw the post of Pratyul Joshi again, it showed that he had checked in at Hotel J W Marriot, 

Juhu. He had uploaded the post 22 hours earlier. 

 

I was in doubt whether he was still there or not as 22 hours is a long time. 

 

Nitin, who stayed in Thane, told me that “I am coming; we’ll go there and see what happens. It 

shouldn’t be such that we decide not to go and later we get to know that sir was still there.” 

 

He came to my house in Chembur and we both took the metro to Juhu and reached the hotel. We 

then went inside the lobby and waited there. When we asked about Lucky Ali, we were told that 

we won’t be allowed to meet him without an appointment. 

 

We then requested the front desk executive to allow us wait in the hope of meeting him as he 

went out or came in. Time flew fast and we waited for six to seven hours. 

 

When the shift of the reception staff changed, a new guy came and I went to him and told him 

that our meeting is fixed with Lucky Ali but due to some reasons we cannot reach him over the 

phone. I even showed a number and told him that sir had told us to come to the hotel for a 

meeting. 

 

He then suspiciously looked at us and told us “let me talk to him. He then called him and asked 

“sir, two boys are here to meet you. Have you called them?” He replied in negative and told him 

that he hadn’t called anyone. 

 

Fearing we’ll not be able to meet sir that day, I requested the executive to let us speak to him and 

he asked his permission and got the consent before handing over the receiver to me. 

 

I took the handle to my ear, and was extremely happy and peaceful after hearing his honey-

smooth voice asking “kaun ho bhai?” 

 

I told him “sir, I’m Vikas from Mumbai. I’m here with my friend Nitin. We are your big fans and 

have been following you for a long time. Sir, we want to meet you and talk for five minutes”. 

 

He asked “what’s the matter?” I told him that “nothing sir, we are huge fans and just want to 

meet you once”. 
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He then told “I just came from outside now... just give me 15 minutes and I will meet you after 

getting fresh up”. 

 

He then hung up and we waited anxiously in the lobby like crazy, wondering when he will come. 

My friend told me that even if he doesn’t come, you’re lucky you could speak to him. I didn’t get 

the opportunity to do so. 

 

After some time, at around 9 pm, we saw Lucky Ali sir walking towards us. The man whom we 

love so much, who has been our inspiration all this while be it in terms of music, philosophy, 

dressing style was finally here to meet us. 

 

As dumbstruck as we were after seeing him, we didn’t knew how to greet him. Innocently, I 

went to him and tried to touch his feet. He stopped me and told “this is for your mom and dad 

only.” 

 

We then calmed down a bit. We had earlier thought that we would get nervous after seeing him, 

but we felt absolutely safe and comfortable at his presence. 

 

He then asked us to take seats while we told him that we were comfortable standing. He told us 

“I want you to take your seats because I can look into your eyes while I talk with you”. 

 

I was wearing a t-shirt with his photo on it that was gifted by my friend. He noticed it but didn’t 

say anything. He, however, noticed the miniature mouth organ pendant I was wearing on my 

neck and asked where I bought it. 

 

I told him that it is available at a music shop in Bandra. We then told him about our music 

project ‘Music Can Change’ on how we created awareness on different social issues in places 

like Marine drive, band stand, etc. After we shared our ideas, he beautifully made us understand 

about how music can be an instrument of change. 

 

We then talked on various topics. I was expecting sir to talk more on his music but he spoke 

about instances from his life, he told us what we ought to do and what we shouldn’t, he told all 

these in few words but he made us understand beautifully. He then told us that your only aim 

should be to as much good as you can. 

 

We talked till 9:35 pm and couldn’t know how the time slipped by. He then told us that he will 

go to his room. We requested for a photo and he sported a wide smile for it. It’s a huge thing for 

me that sir gave us 35 minutes to kids like us.  
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When I came home, I called my uncle and told him about our meet. He became emotional after 

hearing that and so did I. Lucky Ali sir has remained a big topic in our home and all the members 

of my family – my brothers, parents and uncles – are his fans. So meeting him was a big thing, 

not unlike meeting the most celebrated personality in the world.  

 

My uncle called me to his house, he had a gift for me and told me that you’re doing the right 

thing because he knew that that was the start of my journey in the realm of music. 

 

I would like to say one thing, and it is worth mentioning, that I’ve listened to hundreds of 

musicians from all the genres and all are great in their own way. But Lucky Ali sir is the only 

reason that I chose music as my career. 

 

I completed my graduation in 2014 and I decided to become a full-time musician. Lucky Ali sir 

is the only inspiration that keeps me determined in this field. I wanted to pursue music 

production course after graduation but I didn’t have family support then and parents told me to 

do it the next year. So I couldn’t do the course in 2015 to 2018 either.  

 

So I started doing shows and in them if I had 25 songs in my playlist, about 10-15 songs were of 

Lucky Ali sir’s. So technically, my earning source was from his songs during those times. 

 

Finally in 2018, I was able to do a music production course and I joined after paying fees in 2019 

I completed the course. So I am in the music industry, I am headstrong in maintaining my 
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momentum and will continue to do the, the reason being the inspiration is so powerful that it is 

inexhaustible. 

 

After our first meet, Nitin and I said to him “sir, we have met you but our dream is to attend your 

concert and see you perform live”. 

 

He told us that on September 2 he had an upcoming gig in Mumbai. However, it was a private 

gig of ICICI Bank and it was only to be attended by employees of the bank. 

 

He gave us a number, which probably was of his assistant or manager Abhishek Desai, and told 

us to call on it on that day. When we called on that day, nobody received the call so we worried 

how to attend it. However, we knew that it was being organized in Trident Hotel in Nariman 

Point. 

 

We then decided to go there all the same, with the hope that sir will recognize us. Just as we 

reached the hotel, he saw us and waved at us saying “come kids”. We then followed him. 

 

 
 

The staff at the bank looked at us and probably wondered “who are they? And why are they 

following Lucky Ali?” Then they came to know that we were invited none other than the legend 

himself.  

 

We experienced our first live-in-concert in the hotel. 

 

I have attended 15 gigs so far and will attend the 16th on September 21 at Shanmukhananda 

Chandrasekarendra Saraswathi Auditorium. 
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If I recollect the recent meeting, on March 15, 2019, I went to his concert at Phoenix Marketcity 

in Mumbai and met him backstage for about 15-20 minutes. Whenever I meet him post gigs, I 

always touch his feet even though he told me not to do so during the very first meet. I don’t 

know why but I always bow down upon seeing him. 

 

There also, I went to him and touched his feet and he stopped me from doing that and told “I 

always tell you that this is only for your mom and dad. You are only wasting your energy by 

doing this here”. 

 

We then talked about things and he said “if you face any problem or trouble at any point in your 

life, the best thing is to go to mountains”. 

 

I am really happy that I personally know all his band members and they also know me.  

 

That day I realized if this can be possible then anything can be. We can dream of anything and 

achieve it. I had purchased a guitar to teach myself one song only, but today I’ve taught 85 

students so far. 
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Mannoj S. Kumar 
 

Mannoj S. Kumar is the founder, lead-vocalist and guitarist of Jashnn 

the Band. 

 

Founded in February 2006, the band has released several OSTs and two 

music videos so far – ‘Main Zinda Hoon’ in 2014 and ‘Kyunn Na 

Khuda’ in 2018. A new one titled ‘Laapata’ is on its way. 

https://www.facebook.com/VocalistofJashnntheBand
http://www.jashnntheband.com/
http://www.jashnntheband.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EAFAnU-KRjc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4FsVCtdvrOE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4FsVCtdvrOE
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Mannoj S. Kumar 
 

“To sum it up in one line - My life story is incomplete without Lucky Ali.” 

 

“If my name will appear somewhere, Lucky Ali sir’s name will also appear. If I write a song, it 

will be dedicated to him.” 

 

My story starts somewhere around 1996, I was a small boy then. I was studying away from home 

and there I used to miss my mother a lot. 

 

Then a song used to play on the radio “Shaam Saavere Teri Yaaden Aati Hai …” Hearing that 

song I used to miss her more. 

 

Though I couldn’t understand the meaning of the song, or for whom it was sung, the lines 

evoked the memories of my mother. 

 

As I grew up, the song faded from my memories. Time changed, the world changed and I moved 

on with my life. 

 

Then a drastic change occurred in my life. My father, who had a good job at that time, was laid 

off. When he was working, we were leading great lives and with the termination of his 

employment, all our good times came to a halt. 

 

I had to leave my studies and came back home to support my family. I had to face a lot of 

struggles and troubles. 

 

During that time of hardship, a new album released named ‘Sifar’. I came across a song in that 

album – “Dil Aise Na Samajh Na Tu hai Akela Muskil Mod Pe Hi”. 

 

That song changed my life. From then I started listening to Lucky Ali sir, or you can say started 

following him and searching more about him. 

 

I was still a small boy then, there are so many things I couldn’t understand or articulate, 

however, I was certain that I have a deep connection with him. 

 

With each passing day, the desire to know more about Lucky Ali grew intensely and I searched 

for various ways to know more about him. 

 

I bought his album and I was interested to know more about him. I had questions like “who is 

he?”, “How can he sing the songs that are the story of my life?”, “How does he know my 
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story?”, “How does he know so many things about me that my family members and friends even 

don’t know?” 

 

So there a strange, sacred and inexplicable connection grew with him. The connection between 

two souls that transcended everything for me. 

 

I was sure that he was speaking my life story, he is somehow related to me and meant the world 

to me. It was like - who he was, I was that. 

 

I made up my mind then I needed to meet him, to know more about him. My heart was telling 

me “yaar, how can a person know so many things about you?” Then an interest aroused, a 

passion awakened to know who Lucky Ali is. 

 

Till then I had no idea that I wanted to be a singer or a writer or I will have a band of my own. 

 

I went along with my life, I needed to supplement to my family income, support my younger 

siblings so that they can complete their education. I started doing odd jobs in small hotels, 

restaurants and car wash. 

 

My desire to know Lucky Ali was far from over, so when I ask someone “how to know about a 

famous person?”, the reply I used to get was “you can search on the Internet.” 

 

Then I thought, if I got to know more about this person then I got to work in a place with 

computer and Internet access. 

 

To know about Lucky Ali, I searched for a job in a computer institute. The funny thing is, it took 

me 17 years just to know about him. I searched for him in whatever way I could … online, email, 

randomly asking people if they know who Lucky Ali is and where he is. 

 

In the 17 years, I formed my own band, wrote songs and came to be known as a musician … but 

my search for Lucky Ali was still relentless. 

 

A limited edition album was launched in the market named ‘Get Lucky’ that had an audio 

cassette and a video DVD. 

 

I was working in a computer institute then and I used to go to a stationery shop to purchase 

stationery items for the institute. The stationery shop also sold music cassettes and CDs. 

 

I saw a poster of ‘Get Lucky’ glued in front of the shop and asked the owner what the poster 

about. 
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He told me about the audiocassette and CD. I asked him about the price of the combo product 

and he told me an amount that I don’t clearly remember. 

 

I was not in a position to pay the price for the combo pack and I left the shop after buying the 

necessary items. 

 

However, I had a burning desire to own that cassette and CD and whenever I used to pass by the 

shop I looked at the poster hopefully. 

 

I observed that the boy who was employed in the shop was not coming and I went to the shop 

owner and asked him about it. He told me that the boy had left the job so I asked are you looking 

for someone who can help you. 

 

He replied in affirmative so I requested him to keep me as his help and he give me the cassette 

and CD in return for my work. 

 

I left the job at the computer institute and worked in the shop for 17 days from morning 10 till 

evening 10 and the shopkeeper fulfilled his promise. 

 

After that, I never went to the shop or the institute. I was promptly engaged in a different 

computer institute. 

 

Around 2004-05, Orkut was a phenomenon and I signed myself up for the social media forum to 

bolster my search. 

 

I came across Zubair Ali, who told me that he is the nephew of Lucky Ali and also manages him. 

With this, I felt that I was close to my destination. I talked with Zubair about Lucky Ali sir for 

quite some time but somehow the discussions were not fruitful. 

 

 

Then Facebook was launched in 2009, and I got to know that Lucky Ali sir was on Facebook in 

around 2009-10 so I sent him a request and I followed him on that social media platform. 

 

The first time I saw Lucky Ali was in Kingdom of Dreams in Gurgaon, where he came to 

perform. I was there with my band members and we got immense respect from the organizers. 

 

However, I could not meet him in person that day. 
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First Meet: I got to know that People for Animals (PFA) were organizing Lucky Ali live in 

concert in Siri Fort Auditorium on September 18, 2015. 

 

 
 

 

I was in touch with Kenny Puri who is the drummer in the Lucky Ali Band, we had exchanged 

our numbers long back. 

 

So I called him and he asked me to come to the Siri Fort Auditorium and he promised me that he 

will arrange a meeting with my Guru. 

 

I knew Subash Pradhan before and had several conversations with him, he told me that meeting 

Lucky Ali is difficult, as he is a very busy and private person. 

 

But I resolved that I have got this second chance to meet him and I will not lose this. 

 

This time Lucky Ali sahab’s brother Raju Ali promised me that he would introduce me to him. 

 

On September 18, 2015, I arrived earlier in the auditorium and I was led to the backstage. 

 

As I entered the backroom, I saw several artists there and the members of Lucky Ali Band were 

already on the stage. 

 

 As I turned around, I saw Lucky Ali sir walking towards the stage with panache. He looked 

dapper dressed in a navy blue blazer, a white t-shirt under it, a dull pair of trousers and shoes. 

The quintessential Lucky Ali style! 
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There are many fans (of various celebrities) who cry, get carried away, behave wildly after 

meeting their idol. But, I was overjoyed to see him and I went to him and shook his hands. Then 

I said to him “Sir, I am Mannoj S. Kumar from Jashn the Band”. 

 

He seemed puzzled for a moment and then asked “Mannoj S. Kumar? Manoj?” 

 

I said “yes sir. Mannoj.” 

 

After hearing my name, he hugged me. I then asked him “how are you sir?” 

 

He replied, “I am good. How are you?” 

 

Although the live in concert was about to start in a few minutes, he stood in front of me and 

continued talking with me. 

 

Many people were standing there, but he listened to me and conversed with me very patiently. 

After we talked for a few more minutes, he went to the stage amid the thunderous applause of 

audiences. 

 

Second Meet: The second meet I had with Lucky Ali was in Leisure Valley Park in Gurgaon 

organized on July 24th, 2016 by 98.5 Red FM. 
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That was the same place where I could not meet him the first time. But on that day I met him and 

I also introduced my son to him. 

 

I also remember an incident in that show. Sir was standing along with his band members and was 

surrounded by his fans. Fans were asking for his autographs and were requesting selfies with 

him. 

 

His security team led me to him and as I entered the place one person started saying “look at the 

person, he is Lucky Ali’s biggest bhakt (devotee)”.  That was the biggest compliment for me. 

 

Next Meet: November 23, 2018, the day on which Sir had a Live concert at Imperfecto Ruin 

Pub, Noida. I also had a concert the same day at 7:30 am at Dardens Galleria Mall, which was a 

bit far away. So I wrapped up my event at 9 pm and went to see sir’s concert. 

 

Some Funny Memories 
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I want to say an important thing here that every Friday, Lucky Ali sir comes in my dream. When 

I told him that he said: “Do I scare you in the dream?” 

 

One day I saw Lucky Ali sir online on Facebook and I dropped him a message. When I saw his 

profile after a few minutes, I realized that he had unfriended me. I asked him “Sir, why did you 

unfriend me?” He said “oh bro, what happened, why are you being so angry?” Then he said, “did 

I unfriended you?” He then immediately sent me a friend request. 

 

Unforgettable moment: 

 

Whenever I try to write anything or come up with a new album, I don’t feel any pressure. I just 

try to write naturally and everything just falls into place. It’s as if I get all the inspiration from 

Lucky Ali sir and I enter into the same zone as him. However hard I try to explain this, I can’t … 

it’s magical, mystical. 

 

He shared my music video on his Facebook profile. 

 

On his feature photo, a pic of him standing in front of me that was shot at Siri Fort Stadium. 

 

 
 

Once I had a conversation with him and, in a flow, I spontaneously said: “Sir, I want to 

collaborate with you and work a music project”. He replied, “Mannoj, whatever you do, strive to 

become a self-made person.” 

 

He also told me “Mannoj, one day we will sit together in a room and collaborate to create some 

great music together”. 
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I am waiting for that day when he is going to call me, when we are going to discuss music, hold 

jamming sessions together, then I am going to tell him that what I have written for him. I have 

written so many songs for him and he knows that also, I have told him already. 

 

I have never thought that I didn’t go to good school, I didn’t have an affluent family, I didn’t 

have a privileged upbringing, I don’t have enough material things. I have always considered 

myself lucky as I had Lucky Ali with me all through my journey. 

 

To sum it up in one word, without Lucky Ali my life story is incomplete. 

 

If my name will appear somewhere, the Lucky Ali sir’s name will also appear. If I will sing a 

song then Lucky Ali sir will be mentioned in that song. 

If someone will ask Lucky Ali sir that name one person who is crazy about you, who has shaken 

you to the core. Lucky Ali sir always mentions my name. 

 

How he inspired me 

 

When I was working on my first single ‘Main Zinda Hoon’, I dedicated the song to sir. When the 

music video got released, sir shared it on his Facebook account and told his band members and 

friends to check it out. 

 

That itself was an achievement far greater than any Oscars or Grammys. I, in my wildest dreams, 

couldn’t have hoped for anything better than that. 

 

On August 18, 2018, I released my second music video ‘Kyun Naa Khuda’ and it was also a 

dedicated to the greatest musician. The song and video was special for me as the lyrics had deep, 

subtle messages and it featured my son Neer. 

 

At the end of the video we were paying our tribute to the legend who inspired me, blessed me, 

and shaped our lives in the best possible way. 
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Aniket Gathe 
 

Aniket Gathe is a junior accounts officer at BSNL, Mumbai. 

 

He loves sketching, sports, traveling, trekking and exploring. He is an ardent 

indiepop music lover and is musically by Lucky Ali. 

https://www.facebook.com/gatheaniket
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Aniket Gathe 

 
“Lucky Ali … I can say just one word about him – ‘The Legend!’” 

 

“I thank the Almighty for giving me birth in the era of the legend” 

 

I think I was in my second or third standard when I listened his song ‘O Sanam’ and watched the 

video for the first time. 

 

I was too young to understand what was happening in the video, but it was enough for me follow 

the footsteps of the legend❤ 

 

My first meet with The Legend: It was 13 September, 2014, when my dream came true. I met 

him for the first time. 

 

He was a guest in True School of Music (TSM), Mumbai and I went there. It was a talk session 

with TSM students and visitors.  

 

What a day it was!! It’s been almost five years since that meet and I I’ve met him numerous 

times after that but I can't forget that first day. 

 

But the thing for which I was eagerly waiting for was his live concert, which I witnessed in 

Sulafest 2015 in Nasik. A huge crowd singing ' Anjani Rahon mein', it was just awesome.  

 

As we all know, he always welcomes with his smiling face. He talks about everything – moral 

values, ethics and all. He says one thing to his fans that always says that love your parents. We 

call him Guru. 

 

Meeting him is an experience in itself. There are many great moments, but I want to mention one 

here – when I gifted a sketch drawn by me. His smile at time was invaluable. He said that he is 

looking like his son Dani in the sketch. 
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Meeting him is an experience in itself. There are many great moments, but I want to mention one 

here – when I gifted a sketch drawn by me. His smile at time was invaluable. He said that he is 

looking like his son Dani in the sketch. 

 

 
 

 

Lucky Ali is a musician whose songs have the messages from the universe.  
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Achyut Kishor 
Achyut Kishor is the founder of Wow Detailing Studio, a first-of-its-

kind ceramic painting and detailing service provider in Ranchi. 

 

An entrepreneur with varied interests and talents, he loves biking, 

hiking, meditating, photography and spending time in nature. 

https://www.facebook.com/achyutkishor18


Lucky Ali – As We Know Him Page 89 

Achyut Kishor 

 

“There are legends … many of them. But rarely do they transcend their art and touch the lives of 

people around them. Lucky Ali is the chosen one who does that and will continue to do so.” 

 

The year was 2000. Browsing TV channels, I watched the music video “Tere mere saath jo hota 

hai” and I instantly became a fan of it. 

 

Be it the lyrics, music, voice, cinematography or location, the song and the video was way ahead 

of its time. Every time I watched it, I loved it even more. 

 

But one thing I knew for sure that I hadn’t experienced such strong feelings when I watched any 

music video until that time. From then on, I kept on following Lucky Ali sir’s works. 

 

In 2012, when I went to International School of Business and Media (ISB&M) for counseling, I 

got to know that the college invited celebrities for its special programs. I then wished Lucky Ali 

sir to be invited if I studied there. And I chose to do my post-graduation there. 

 

In 2014, the tenth CRESENDO annual cultural festival was being organized. Students formed 

various teams. There were organizing team, guest team, sponsor team, among others. I had no 

involvement then and had no interest in participating in it, until I learnt about the guest… 

 

Lucky Ali!!! 

 

Then, I requested the organizing team to allow me participate in the event and they 

recommended my name to the sponsor team and in was in. Within three hours of joining the 

team I helped them roping in the co-sponsor. 

 

For the day of the event, rooms in hotel Purple were booked from morning to evening and Lucky 

Ali sir and the band were to arrive in the morning. 

 

Happy with our arrangements, we were relaxing with our friends and team members. Then we 

received a call from Lucky Ali (on the other side). 

 

“Hi, this is Lucky Ali. I am on the way and I’ll be reaching late in the night”, he said. 

 

We then went to the hotel to make the early check-in and waited there for their arrival. 
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An hour past the midnight Lucky Ali sir and his band arrived. Dressed in a simple pair of jeans 

and t-shirt, he was unlike any other super stars, or celebrities. Despite being the legend he is, his 

humility and comforting presence is remarkable. 

 

Accompanying him were his manager, bassist Mr. Mishko M’ba, guitarist Mr. Subash Pradhan 

and drummer Mr. Kenny Puri. After helping them checking into their respective rooms we went 

to our hostel. 

 

On February 23, the event began with a bang and we thoroughly enjoyed it. After the event 

concluded, we requested sir to have a cup of tea with us. As we sipped the chai, we discussed 

interesting subjects. 

 

I asked, “sir, you‘ve been all over the places, gathered so many experiences, lived life on your 

own terms… what’s your take on love?” 

 

He said, “If you search love, then you won’t get it … You may get everything, except love. 

Because it’s not something you get from outside. It’s something you get from within”. 

 

My experience taught me that you effortlessly get the thing you really want. I had always wanted 

to meet him and I got the opportunity in my very own college.  

 

Second Meet: Then years went by and suddenly one day in September 2017, I got a call from 

my college buddy Saurav. He told me that Lucky Ali is the face of an agriculture-based company 

named ‘Tribe Nation’ and a farmers’ market is being organized in his farm house in November. 

 

It caught my interest immediately and we discussed how we can be a part of the company and 

attend the event. 

 

We contacted Tribe Nation and expressed our interest. We also called Lucky Ali and told him 

about our ideas. 

 

Then we made plans to meet in Bangalore and go to the event. On November 15, we met and 

booked a cab to Yelahenka and told the driver to drop us at Ali Estate. 

 

We hopped inside the car and started working on the presentation we’d prepared to pitch our 

ideas to the team. 

 

When we reached Yelahenka, the driver told us he couldn’t find Ali Estate in the map and 

dropped us at an unknown location. We decided to find the location by ourselves, but were 

unable to do so. 
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We then approached an auto rickshaw and asked the driver if he can drop us at the farm house. 

He replied in affirmative and we booked the ride. 

 

In about 15 minutes we were at the farm house but there was no event going on. Saurav then 

called Sir and asked him about it. He said that the event was called off. He told us to wait for 

some time and he will reach soon. 

 

He told one of his staff members to offer us tea. Then a man with a saintly face and a 

charismatic, graceful smile served us tea. I was delighted experiencing the hospitality, and more 

so the ‘tehzeeb’ and courteousness of the person. The flavorful masala chai refreshed us. 

 

I then suggested Saurav that we get a bouquet for Sir and we went to the market to get one. 

 

After we returned, we saw Dani Baba playing and Kate Ma’am standing. We greeted ma’am and 

she greeted back and asked “You’re here to meet Maqsood?” 

 

We replied in affirmative and she led us inside the house. We stood there for a minute and saw 

Sir entering the room. It was as if the entire room was filled with a divine aura. We greeted him 

and he greeted us back with a smile on his face. 

 

He then asked us “You were served tea?” We replied yes. He then asked the friendly caretaker 

“aur kya haal hai, ustaadji?” He replied “badhia”. 

 

We then went outside where patches of land had been tilled and were germinating spinach, 

fenugreek, coriander, and more. 

 

He then told us that the team was not yet ready for the event and it’s been postponed to a 

different date. He then told us about his ongoing collaboration with some Israeli artistes who 

were there a few days ago and how music should be a medium to connect with people. 

 

Saurav told him how his songs have had a deep impact on his childhood and how it has come 

along a long way from ‘O Sanam’ to ‘Sacrificed’ (a song made in collaboration with Low 

Rhyderz’, which we grooved to while we were in the cab). 

 

He told him “Sir, when I was younger I had all this materialistic aspirations – suits, luxury cars 

and all that jazz – but after listening to your songs I became a changed person”. 

 

To this he replied “Baba, there’s nothing wrong in aspiring all that. You need to earn those and 

enjoy. But you should share that with others”. 
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We then talked on different topics about how humanity is above all religions and why it should 

be the one and only thing that matters. 

 

After discussing to our hearts’ content we then proceeded to leave. I requested Sir for a 

photograph and he readily agreed. 

 

And we took permission to leave and went our way. The experience I had that day is, and will 

be, one the best of my lifetime. For me Lucky Ali sir is not only a legendary musician, but a kind 

and compassionate gentleman who believe in spreading love, peace and harmony through his 

music. 
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Ninaad Dixit 
 

 

 

Ninaad Dixit is a student and is among the youngest fans of Lucky Ali. 

 

Music is his hobby and he plays a few instruments. 
 

https://www.facebook.com/ninaad.dixit
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Ninaad Dixit 
 

I was lucky to be born in 1998, which is known as the best era for everything! The world and our 

country was changing and our generation was the last one who had seen it all from the old 

cassettes and floppy disks to the old TV channels and shows, it was a nostalgic era! 

 

My oldest Lucky Ali memory is from Sur. I was raised in a joint family and Sur songs were 

always on air on cable channels. I was 4 years old at that time. I still remember my younger 

cousin and I used to emulate Lucky sir's violin using the big needles which our grandmother 

used to sew clothes! Indipop music was at its peak and the music channels aired music videos all 

day! 

 

It was after 2013 when I rediscovered my love for Lucky sir and indipop again! Looking for 

some good music, I stumbled across some of his songs which were always there in my playlist. 

Then I thought “where is this guy?” There were other artists to whom I grew up listening to but 

they were all still working in the Indian movie industry, releasing music here and there. Luckily, 

that period was also the golden period for the internet as it was very easily accessible to every 

household! So I rediscovered some hidden gems of lucky Ali and found that the lyrics had such 

deeper meaning and connect that you couldn't stop loving and listening to him! From there, I 

found out the names of his band members and also got connected to him on Facebook! 

 

Since I rediscovered him I never thought of meeting him or knowing him at all. I was happy that 

I am connected to him on Facebook and that he replied me once or twice. I was giving my class 

12 board exams and on the last day of the exams, I stumbled across a post on Facebook that LAB 

is performing in Indore, which is around 200 kilometers from my hometown. I thought this is the 

golden opportunity! If not meet him, I can at least get to witness the legend live! Then I got the 

permission from my parents, booked my tickets in advance and texted everyone in the band that 

I'm coming for the show can we meet? The show was jam packed with over 5000 people there 

and my place was very far away from the stage. But as luck favored me, few minutes after the 

show started, Lucky sir said that "I want all the kids in the front, I want them to enjoy". After 

that everyone from the back ran away near the stage, jumping over the barriers, some going 

under it. So I somehow made myself closer to the stage! After the show, I went on the stage and 

greeted the musicians and reminded them of our conversation. Then Mr. Subash Pradhan, who 

plays the guitar, took me backstage. Generally Lucky Ali sir leaves the venue as soon as the gig 

is over to avoid the huge crowd but luckily that day he was still there and I just froze! I didn't 

know what to say! He is such a polite and down to earth person. 
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After that I shifted to Mumbai and have met him every time whenever I've attended his shows! 

 

In one of the gigs in 2018 from the Safarnama tour, I was on the stage before the sound check 

and I just casually asked him if the band is performing ‘Safarnama’ or not as the concert is 

named after that song. As he wasn’t having the lyrics of the song with him, he asked me to write 

it down for him which I did. Then during the show, he took the piece of paper out of his pocket 

and literally sang the song by reading from it! And after the song, he folded the piece of paper 

and said “Thank you Ninaad” on stage in front of a full packed Shanmukhananda hall! It was so 

shocking! 
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Saurav Satyadarshi Ray 
 
Saurav Satyadarshi Ray is a blogger and freelance writer. He has a blog 

named A Relentless Seeker and authored an illustrated poetry book 

‘Dreams and Musings of A Relentless Seeker’. 

 

A gold medalist (BBA Marketing) from Ravenshaw University, he has 

written for Blasting News, Yahoo News, Fresh Box Office and The 

Technology Headlines. 

https://www.facebook.com/saurav.ray.73
https://sauravrayblog.wordpress.com/blog/
https://kdp.amazon.com/en_US/amazon-dp-action/in/dualbookshelf.marketplacelink/B07W77SX8Y
https://in.blastingnews.com/staff/saurav-ray/
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Saurav Satyadarshi Ray 

 

“Every time I listen to a Lucky Ali song, I wonder how a musician can be a storyteller, 

philosopher, mystic and healer all at the same time?”  

“Then I realize, some are gifted … and they come in the form of God’s gift to people like us.” 

It was hard not knowing Lucky Ali in 2000 after his songs ‘Ek pal ka jeena’ and ‘Na tum jaano 

na hum’ made music lovers go crazy. 

Everyone in the country hummed the songs, and so did I. Then, as some months went by, the 

phenomenon was replaced by new ones. 

Not many knew about the works the genius did over the past four-five years. And those who 

knew, were never the same person – be in terms of their taste in music, life as they knew it, and 

many things beyond their knowledge. 

There are turning points in everyone’s life … and mine came in the year 2004. I was 14, studying 

in class IX, when I was introduced to Lucky Ali’s private albums. 

I was gradually losing interest in studies and spent most of my time in a CD shop named ‘Disc 

Zone’ in Saheed Nagar, Bhubaneswar. The shop owner, Bitu Bro, was a die-hard fan and used to 

play Sifar and Aks for hours in loop.  

My cousins - Jitu bhai and Laltu bhai listened to his songs. The former had an impressive 

collection of his songs. During one visit, I found the cassette of Aks album and played it. My 

aunt, ma and sister were there. The very first song ‘tere mere saath’ didn’t appealed to us much. 

We found it rather funny. 

But we were totally mesmerized by the second one – ‘kaisi tanhai’. I played it in loop for about 

ten times and moved to next ones. That evening I found some truly memorable songs such as 

‘aks’, ‘pyaar ki duniya’, ‘kitni haseen hai’.  

Few weeks after that, I bought a CD player and I got a CD featuring music videos of four 

maestros - Jagjit Singh, Pankaj Udhas, Lucky Ali and Adnan Sami. 

It had four videos of him – ‘O sanam’, ‘Aa bhi ja’, ‘Jaane kya dhoondta’, ‘Kehte kehte rukh jaati 

hai’. As I watched it, I began to love his songs. I became a big fan. I then kept on listening to 

more songs. 

His new album ‘Kabhi aisa lagta hai’ also released in 2004 and I listened to it in 2005. 

Due to low attendance and poor grades I had to change school and took admission in D.A.V. 

Nimapara. The place being 40 kms far from Bhubaneswar meant that my visit to home was 

restricted to once a week. 

Homesickness wasn’t a big deal. But it was Lucky Ali songs that I missed the most. It was as if I 

was addicted to them and my heart and soul craved for it every day. 
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During one visit to home, I got the entire songs of Sifar and Aks and three songs of Sunoh and 

“Anjaani rahon mein” recorded. With my pocket money then, I wasn’t able to afford the 

originals. 

I hummed to the songs during my classes. Soon, my friends came to know my craze for the 

maestro and so did my teachers. I was solving maths and writing literature while listening to his 

music, this irked Baba as well. 

Seeing that I wasn't serious about studies Baba decided to arrange my stay at Principal sir’s 

accommodation (there were a few students staying with him). That meant no music, cassette or 

walkman. I was only able to listen to music during my visit to home. 

However, when the going got tough (and it did on many occasions) I ruminated the songs, 

derived meaning from it and played it in my head. 

During that time, the movie ‘Kasak’ released and the songs ‘Yeh zindagi’, ‘Chaandni hai khoi’, 

‘Jaana hai’ were my favorites. My two years went like that and I passed my exams with flying 

colors. 

After 10th and 12th, my parents got me admitted to BBA and I decided to focus on my studies 

seriously. His private albums were my companions in those sleepless nights before the first 

semester papers. His songs served as stimulants, antidepressants, relaxants, mnemonic and 

creativity pills put together. It was magical! 

The first semester I scored about 73%, which was beyond my expectations. At around the same 

time, the album ‘Xsuie’ released in the net. 

In 2010, his song ‘Hairat’ showed the actors enjoying their lives as if it was their last day. Some 

months later, his album ‘Raastaman’ rolled out and the song ‘Dil gaye jaa’ played on leading 

music channels. Delighted with his new releases, I carried on my studies at full throttle. 

I did well in all my semesters, topped my batch and was awarded with the university’s gold 

medal. 

In 2012, I followed him on Facebook (I wasn’t on it until late 2011) and sent him a friend 

request. In 2013, he accepted my request and I was able to like and comment on his updates. 

In 2016, I moved to Bangalore and looked for ways to meet him in person.  I got his number one 

day and met him on May 28. I wrote about it in my blog post and showed it to him in September. 

He wrote back “I’m amazed that you wrote so much”. 

Just after a year, in September 2017, I saw a Facebook post of Tribe Nation, where it was 

announced that a farmers’ market will be organized at Ali Estate in November. I called up my 

college buddy Achyut and informed about it. 

We planned to go to there and be a part of the initiative. He has described the meet. 

After that, I got an opportunity to work in Tribe Nation. I was hired to work on communications 

and marketing campaign and was given a handsome salary. While I was there, Tribe Nation 

sponsored four live-in-concerts, out of which I attended two. 

https://sauravrayblog.wordpress.com/2016/09/26/meeting-my-childhood-idol/
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I wrote two articles on them. 
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I then took a short break from Tribe Nation and I started freelance writing. I got an opportunity 

to write for Fresh Box Office. Having watched a TedX video of Lucky Ali helped me selecting a 

unique topic. My first topic was: ‘From Artistes to Motivational Speakers: Best TEDx Talks 

of Bollywood Personalities’ 
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After some days, I wrote an article about the best Hindi film songs of Lucky Ali. On September 

19, 2018, I wrote an article on his 60th birthday. 

 

 

 

On his 61st birthday, I would like to say that Lucky Ali’s songs not only entertain me but help me 

focus on my works, fire up my imagination, provide food for thoughts and help me relax and 

recreate the beautiful moments of the past. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



COMMEMORATING LUCKY ALI’S 61st BIRTHDAY, 

THE BOOK IS A COMPILATION OF STORIES AND 

EXPERIENCES OF PEOPLE WHO LOVE HIM AND 

HAVE WORKED WITH HIM 

 

A HUMBLE ATTEMPT OF LUCKY ALI FAN’S CLUB, 

THIS IS A GIFT TO HIM AS WELL AS HIS FANS, 

ADMIRERS AND ASSOCIATES 


